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Conſented the more readily to Pub- 

liſh the following Diſcourſe, leaſt 1 
might be ſuſpected as wanting that Zeal 
my ſelf, which I Recommended to others, 
and as Afraid of thoſe Cenſures: which ] 
Exhorted you to Deſpiſe. Since therefore 
you think the Publication of it, may 
do ſome Seryice toReligion, and Promote 
that Excellent Undertaking, wherein you 
have engag'd your ſelves ; Ido willingly 
put it into your Hands, without making 
- any Apology for thoſe Defects, which may 
render it lyable to Exceptions : For I rue 


Zeal Studies'to do Good, rather than to 
A 2 Pleale : 


T7 
Pleaſe ; To Improve Men in Piety, not + 
to Gratifie a Vain Curiofity. Plain Deat. 
ing is a Part of its. CharaQer, and it boldly 
tells Men neceſſary (tho often Oey 
Truths, being more concern'd that 
Food it gives, be W holeſome and Nou- 
riſhing, than Dreſt up with great Nicety 
and Art. A 
That GOD wou'd Strengthen and Im- 
prove your Zeal, and add to your Num- 
bers many more Zealonsly Aﬀeted in all good 
things : "That he wou'd Bleſs your Endez- 
vours, againſt Vice and Prophaneſs with 
Succeſs, and make You happy Inftrumends 
of Advancing and Eſtabliſhing a General 
Reformation of Manners, and at laſt Re- 
ward your Piety and Zeal, With the Glo- 
ries and Happineſs of Heaven: Is with'Þ" 
great Sincerity Pray'd for, by * wo 


| 


| 


Your Faithful and © Js 
AﬀeCtionate Servant | 
WWilliam Hamilton,” 


Gal. IV. xvili. 
It is good to be ealouſly aſſefled always in a good thing. 


H E Two great Extremes in Religion oppoſite to 
the genuine Spirit of Chriſtianity and equally de- 
ſtructive of it, are a Co/d Indifference on the one 
hand ; on -the other, an /ztemperate Zeal. This 
Tranſports a Man beyond all bounds of Sobriety 
and Prudence ; and where the other prevails that Life and Fer- 
your muſt be wanting, without which we can neither be good 
Chriſtians our ſelves, nor ſucceſsful Inſtruments in making 
others ſo. 

Sothat it is inthe Moral as in the Natural World, wherein there 
are violent Degrees both of Heat and Cold, there are Regi- 
ons.continually. expos'd to the Suns hotreſt Rays, there are others 
e conſtant power of Ice and Snow ; in the one you Freeze, 
you are Scorch'd in the other. 

But ſtill betwixt theſe Extremes, lye Temperate Climates, 
where Cold and Hear arc regularly divided, where there's enough 
of each to anſwer the Necellities of Nature, and Ends of Crea- 
tion, Thus it is, thus ir ought to be in Religion, we are to 
chooſe a middle way berwixt che Lerhargy of the Careleſs, and 
Violence of thc Zealot. A Religious warmth ſhou'd atuare our 
ſpirits, but no Wild-Firc ſhou'd inflame them. We ſhou'd have 
a hearty concern for the Honour of GOD, and the Promotion of = 
Piety, and an equal abhorrence of Prophaneſs and Vice, but then 
Modeſty and Humility, Sincerity and Prudence, ſhou's ſtill ac- 
wmpany our Zeal, It ſhow d be Peaceable and Impartial ; its 
B End 
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End manifeſtly good, its manner of Acting Regular and Legal; 
And then ir wow'd be ſuch Zeal as Sr. Paut recommends to ug 
It is good ta be Zealouſly Aﬀetted always in a good thing. 

Zeal in the general acceptation of the World, f1gnities ſuch x 
fervent emotion of our Spirits, ſuch an inflammation of our Paſſ; 
ons and Aﬀections, as makes us preſling and caracit, in the 
purſuit of any undertaking, together with tome degree of Troy: 
ble and Impatience, at our being oppos'd 11 our Deligns, and 
obſtructed tn the attainment of them. Whatever we vigoroully | 
contend for, and proſecute wirh a ſtrong endeavour, for that 
thing we may be ſaid to be Zealous. 

Zeal then reſides in the AteCtions, and has irs ſway over 
them; and indeed whenever we are Zealouſly Aﬀeited, all ou 
Patlions and AfteCtions have new Heat and Vigour intus'd into 
chem, and they become more ſtrong and lively than betore. 

Qur Love fixes on the ObjzCt of our Zeal, and we graſp ic with 
a powerful bent of deſire, and Zeal excires our paſlion of Hatred 
again{t whatever is contrary to the thing we Love. Zzal enliyens 
our hopes with the flarctering expeCtations of tuccets, bur (ſome 
times dcjects our Spirics, with the apprehenſtons of diſappoint 
meat. Great Joy attends a Proſperous Zeal, an4 'tis hard nat 
ro be gricv'd, when we are Zealous in vain. 

So that Zeal is ſtrictly nothing elſe, bur a very ſtrongax 
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active warmth of the two prevailing Paſlions of Love and Fa 
of Love towards what appcars Good and Excellent: Of Hatred 

again{t what we jadge Evil and Dangerous ; all our other Pallions 
and AftcQions; Fears and Hopes; Joy and Grief being conſe | 


quear upon theſe. 

Thus for Example. Do we paſlionately Love GOD, and 
Burn with ſome degree of Angels Fire : Does he poſlets the Chid * 
Empire of our Hcarcs and Minds ; and do we ſuifer nothing vf} ? 
out-Rival him in our Aﬀections 2 The conlequence of rhis mul 


be, that with great induſtry and application we propagate bh a 
Service, and carneſtly contend for his Glory ; That we make 


the coaltanr matter of our Study and Prayers, to engage orhen 


to Love his Name and Obey his Laws, "ihart our moit _— 
Gti 


Grief ſhall be the effect of ſeeing him Diſhonour'd, our greateſt 
Joy, of ſecing Religion Proſper. And thus we may be ſaid to be 
Zealouſly Aﬀected cowards GOD. | 

Azain,do we hatc and abhor Sin with the ſame degree of Paſſion, 
wherewith we love GOD 2 Do we ce ſomething in it contrary to 


” the Divine Narure; to Infinite Purity, Juſtice and Goodnels, as 
| the | alſo to our owa reaton and Happineſs? Then we muſt needslabour 
ron. | to deſiroy it as a common Enemy ; and cannot bur mightily 
and} Rejoyce, when we do ir with any Succeſs, And io we are Zea- 
ul lou Aﬀeci:d againſt Sin. 
thar [own the ord Zeal is frequently in Scripture taken in a bad 
ſence; Emulations [ Fin] arc by St. Paul reckon'd among the 
over works of the Fleſh, Gal. 5.20. And St. Fames cautions us againſt 
our #8 [nine Cine: ] Bitter Envying, or Zeal. Ja.z.14. And indeed it is 
into | the Object of our Zeal rogerher wich irs manner of acting, that 
renders it cither Vertuous or Unlawful, a Duty or a Sin. 
vith If we envy our Neighbours Happinels, are uncaſie at his Prof- 


red, perity, and pleas'd with his Misfortunes : Then is our Zeal high- 
ly Wicked, it is the prevailing Quality, the very Eſſence of the 


T Devil. Bur if our Zeal fixes upon a right Obje&t, propoſes as its 
ine. | end fomething morally good; and proſecutes thar end by fair juſti- 
ne fiable Methods : Then is ir a Commendable and Chrittian Zeal. 
Bur now to render our Zea/cruly ſuch, theſe two Qualificati- 
4 ons are necellary : Thar ir be conſtantand laſting; and thar it 
by beemployed in a good thing. 
ered [. Our Zea/ mutt be conſtant and laſting. It is good to be Zea- 
og fully Aﬀectcd always. True Zeal is no fudden Hear, no violent 
ne. | Tranſport, nor guſt of Paition, which is vchement for a while bur 


loon blows over; but is a conſtant Religious trame of Mind. "Tis 
an}. fuc it is not always upon the ſtrerch,nor ads to the utmolt of its 
hell force, yer isSit habitually diſpos'd to it. Like Firc ic is ever moving, 
: yer burns nct {till alike, bur is ſometimes blown up into a Flame, 
But that which in the Second place Conlccrates our Zeal, and 
ty Fenders ir tuch as St. Paul's was, and ſuch as he propoles to us 
as excellent and neceſlary, 1s the goodnels of its Object. 7 zs 
good to be Zealovly Aﬀetted always, provided it be in a good thing. 
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End manifeſtly good, its manner of Acting Regular and Legal, 
And then it wou'd be ſuch Zeal as Sr. Paut recommends to ug, 
It is good to be Zealouſly Aﬀetted always in a good thing. 

Zeal in the general accepration of the World, fgnities ſuch a | 
fervent emotion of our Spirits, ſuch an inflammation of our Pal. | Ut 
ons and Aﬀeions, as makes us preſſing and caracit, in the Þ ® 
purſuit of any undertaking, rogether with tone degree of Troy. | 


ble and Impatience, at our being oppos'd in our Deſigns, and} K 
obſtructed in the attainment of them. Whacrevcr we vigoroully lo 
contend for, and proſecute with a ſtrong endeavour, for tha: , 
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thing we may be ſaid to be Zealous. 
Zeal then reſides in the AﬀeCtions, and has its ſway ove} ” 


them; and indeed whenever we are Zealouſly Aﬀected, all ou [ 
Pailions and Aftections have new Heat and Vigour inius d into l 
re 


chem, and they become more {trong and lively rhan betore. 

Our Love fixes on the Objz:& of our Zeal, and wegrafp ic with 
a powerful bent of deſire, and Zeal excires our paſlion of Hatred, 
again{t whatever is contrary tothe thing we Love. Zzal enliyens 
our hopes with the flactering expectations of fuccets, bur fome 
times dcjects our Spirics, with the apprehenſions of diſappoint 
ment. Great Joy attends a Proſperous Zeal, an4 tis hard nat 
ro be gricy'd, when we are Zealous in vain. 

So that Zeal is ſtritly nothing elſe, bur a very won 
ative warmth of the two prevailing Paſlions of Love and Fa 
of Love towards what appears Good and Excellent: Of Hatrel 
againſt what we jadge Evil and Dangerous ; all our other Paſſions 
and Afictions; Fears and Hopes; Joy and Grief being conk 
quear upon theſe. 

Thus for Example. Do we paſiionately Love GOD, anl 
Burn with ſome degree of Angels Fire : Does he pollels rhe Chit 
Empire of our Hcarcs and Minds; and do we luiter nothing 
out-Rival him in our AﬀeCtions 2 The conlequence of rhis mul 
be, that with great induſtry and application we propagate hs 
Service, and carneſtly contend for his Glory ; That we maketl 
the conltanr marter of our Study and Prayers, to engage orhenf 5 
to Love his Name and Obey his Laws, "That our moit _ | 
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' Grief ſhall be the effect of ſeeing him Diſhonour'd, our greateſt 


Joy, of ſecing Religion Proſper. And thus we may be ſaid to be 
Zealouſly Aﬀected rowards GOD. | 

Again,do we hatc and abhor Sin with the ſame degree of Paſlion, 
wherewith we love GOD 2 Do we ce ſomething in it contrary to 
the Divine Nacure; to Infinite Purity, Juſtice and Goodnels, as 
alſo to our ow4 realon and Happineſs? Then we mult needslabour 


| to deſiroy ir as a common Enemy ; and cannot but mightily 


Rejoyce, when we do it with any Succels. And lo we arc Zea- 
lowly Aﬀeci2d againſt Sin. 

[ own the Word Zeal is frequently in Scripture taken in a bad 
ſence; Emulations [ Liner] arc by St. Paul reckon'd among the 
works of the Fleſh, Gal. 5.20. And St. Fames cautions us againlt 
[ rixpor Cine» ] Bitter Envying, or Zeal. Ja.3.14. And indeed it 1s 
the Object of our Zeal togerher with irs manner of ating, that 
renders it cither Vertuous or Unlawful, a Duty or a Sin. 

If we envy our Neighbours Happincls, are uncaſle at his Prof- 
perity, and plcas'd with his Misfortunes : Then is our Zeal kigh- 
ly Wicked, it is the prevailing Quality, the very Eſſence of the 
Devil. Burt if our Zeal fixes upon a right Obje&, propoles as its 
end fomething morally good; and proſecures that end by fair juſti- 
fable Methods : Then is it a Commendable and Chriſtian Zeal. 

Bur now to render our Zea/cruly ſuch, theſe two Qualificati- 
ons are neceliary : That it be conſtantand laſting; and rhart it 
beemployed in a good thing. 

[. Our Zea/ muit be conſtant and laſting. It is good to be Zea- 
louſly Aﬀectcd always. True Zeal is no tudden Heat, no violent 
Tranſport, nor-gult of Paiiion, which is vechement for a while bur 
loon blows over; bur is a conſtant Religious trame of Mind. "Tis 


. kue it is nor always upon the ſtretch,nor acts to the utmolt of its 


force, yet iSit habitually dilpos'd to it. Like Firc ic is ever moving, 
yer burns net {till alike, bur is ſometimes blown up into a Flame, 
But that which in the Second place Conlecrates our Zeal, and 
renders it tuch as St. Paul's was, and fuch as he propoles to us 
as excellent and neceſlary, is the goodnels of its Object. 7 zs 
good to be Zealovfly Aietted always, provided it be in a good thing, 
B 2 ror 
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For the more intenſe our Zeal is, the greater miſchiefir does, if 
we miſtake in the Object of it : As the tharper the Weapon, and 
the more violent the Blow, the deeper, the more dangerous muſt 
be the Wound. And both Sacred and Prophane Hiitory aftor| 
us many melancholly inſtances of the diſmal effects of a Miſguid. 
ed Zeal, which being miſtaken in irs Object, and over violen 
in its degree, has' prov'd fatal to Religion, and ict the World 
on Fire, 

Bur now ſince the caſe is ſo,fince Zeal which is not determin{ 
ro a right Object is gencrally hurtful and always vain ; tne grex 
Queſtion is, what is the proper Object of Religious Zea!, and 
what is that good thing wherein it is good to be always Z24lnj 
Aﬀetted? 

This is on all hands allow'd to be that ( what ever that par 
ticularly may be) whereby the Glory of God is Promoted, Re. 
ligion Strengthen'd, the good of others and our own Salvation 
Advanc'd and Secur'd. 

So far there is no Controverlie, and all perſuaſions agree. But 
the miſery is, when Men come to center upon Particulars, their 
Zeal is for the moſt part conlin'd to rhe intereſt and opinions of 
a Party, to things of ſmaller Concerament and Imporcance, to 
the cxtcrnals of Religion, and modes Worſhip, things wherein 
Men never did, nor ever will agree. And while they nicely 
diſpute and eagerly contend abour theſe, they roo oitcn overlook 
The weightier Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, and F#h 
The Lite of Religion, Pzety and Virtue. 

Iris very true, that nothing in Religion ſhou'd be citzem'd litth 
or inconſiderable; if it belongs to Religion ar all ir mult be 0 
moment and challenges our regard. Yet it will be cally ac 
knowledg'd, that ſome things of greater neceility than others 
and tho nothing is ſmall enough ro fall below our norice, ya 
what is of greateſt Weight delcrves our firſt and greartett Ze); 
and as our Saviour ſpeaks in a Parallel cate, the one we ſhowdit 
ſure to do, yet ſo as nit to leave the other undone. Mar. 23. 23. 

Thoſe things therefore which che Natural Reaſon of Mankind 
approves, & ell the dittering Partics of Chriſtians agree in as poor 
al 
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and exccllent,thoſe are undoubtedly the fitteſt Objects of a Chri- 
ttian's Zeal,and the good things wherein we ought ro be moſt Zea- 
louſly Aﬀetted. Such are the great and ſubſtantial Parts of our 
Duty ro GOD and our Neighbour, the conſtant exerciſe of Pie- 
ty and Devotion rowards the one, of Juſtice, and Charity towards 
the other : The atrainment of the particular Vircucs of the Chriſ/ti- 
an Life ; (uch as Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, Self denyal, and 
the like ; and promoting as ctteually as we can the PraRice of 
them in others. And fuch likewiſe in a particular manner are,ſfup- 
preſſing publick and. icandalous Immoralities, and reſtraining the 
progreis of Vice, by a juſt Execution of ouc Laws againit* it, 
ſtemming the Torrent of Impiery and Prophaneſs, and correfting 
Lewd and Ditorderly Practices. Zeal that is employ'd in ſuch 
things as theſe 1s truly Glorious, and it is good to be Zealouſly 
Aﬀedted always in them : It 1s good to be active and indultrious, 
conſtant and indetatigable, in to Divine a Service ; a Service that 
has all the Encouragemeats of Earth and Heaven, to invite us to 
it ; intitles ushere ro GOD's particular Grace and Favour, and 
to extraordinary degrees of Glory hereafter. 

This my Brethren is the good thing wherein you have been, and 
hope ſtill are fo Zealouſiy Aﬀetted. You have ſtood in the Gap, 
and oppos'd that Flood of Wickednels, which nor long fince, had 
almoſt overwhelm d us. You have in ſome mealure check'd rhoſe 
Crimes, which heretofore were pubiickly, committed, with Im- 
punity, and without ſhame. Your Endeavours and Examples 
have gain'd many Prolelites to Piety, which after long languith- 
ing, begins to recover both Strength and Courage ; and to ſhine 
forth like that Great Light which rules and makes the Day ; tiiv 
like the ſame Sun, irs Brightneſs is ſometimes obſcur'd by Clouds : 
Irs Branches are adorn'd with very fair Bloſſoms, which promite 
a plentiful Stock of excellent Fruit, You have engag'd in a Scr- 
vice acceptable to good Men, and ( what is infinitely more va- 
luable ) pleaſing ro GOD himielf, and you may be aſlur'd, you 
ſhall neyer want their Prayers, - nor his Bleſſing. A Service 1o 
Heavenly, that it renders rhe meancit concern'd in itrruly Honour- 
able, and adds more than a Title, an Eſtate or even a Crown, to 
the 


the luſtre and dignity of the Greateſt. A Service which we are 
all oblig'd to encourage and promore, according to our different 
Capacitics and Conditions ; if we are Miniſters, by carneſt Ex. 
hortations and good Example : If Magiſtrates, by ajult and in- 
partial exerciſe of our Authority : And if we are bur Chriſtians, 
we may bc ulctul to it, by the tinceciry and conſtancy of our 
Prayers. 

Now the Firſt of theſe is, what at preſent my Office 
and your Deſires oblige me ro Perform. 1 ſhall cherefore teſtifie 
my own Zeal, to the great Work you have taken in hand, by 
otfering the beſt Motives I amable ro Excice and Confirm yours: 
That 1o your Zeal may never languith, nor your AllteCtions to your 
Maſters ſervice abate and cool: But that this Heavenly Flame 
of True Zeal may Burn Brighter and Stronger in your Souls tothe 
lait; may in the Evening of Life maintain 1ts Noon-Day Vigour, 
until with the Spirits wherein it dwelt, it be Tranſlated to the 
other World, and from the Zeal of Men, be refin'd ro that of 
Angels : That fo likewiſe, unreaſonable Calumnics and Cenſures 
may neyerdivert you from your Noble Reſolutions, bur that you 
may become more Fixed, Couragious, and Undaunted, in ad- 
vancing Picty and ſuppreſſing Vice; more earneſt in your Prayers 
ro GOD, to keep you ltedtalt and firm to your good purpoſes, 
and to bieis your Endeavours with ſucceſs. 

And thol can ſay little uponchis Argument bur what you haye 
already hcard,and know ; yet hope to be art lealt your Remen- 
brancer, if not your Inſtruttor,to put you in remembrance oftheſe things, 
tho you know them, and be eſtabliſh'din the preſent Truth. 2 Pec.1.12, 

In order to which I purpoſe ro do Four Things. 

Firſt, To cnquire whatthole particular Sins are, in ſuppreſling 
of which we ought to be moſt Zealon/ly Aﬀetted. 

Secondly, To conſider who arc principally oblig'd, and con- 
ccrn d to be Zealouſly Aﬀetted, againit rhole dangerous Sins, 

Thirdly, To point out ſome of tnole ways, wherein we may 
molt utefully employ and ſhew our Zeal, fo as to attain its ex- 
cellent End, And 

Fourthly, To otier ſuch Motives, as may bet excite and con- 
firm 


C93 
firm our Zeal, that ſo we may be Zealouſly Aﬀetted always in that 


goed thing about which we ought ro be engag'd. 


[. I am to enquire what thoſe particular Sins are in ſup- 
preſſing of which we ought to be molt Zealoxſly Aﬀected. 

It has already been obſerv'd in general, that promoting our 
known Dury,un4iſputed Piety and Virtue, is the belt thing wherein 
we can be Zealouſly Afected. For theſe are the Eſfentials of Religi- 
on, without which no cther priviliges we can enjoy or boaſt of, will 
be of any advantage to us. Now this will be moſt happily 
cfle&ed, by luppreliing thote Vices and Impieties, which more 
directly dithonour GOD, and weaken Religion; and fuch un- 
doubtedly are Blaſphemous Oaths and Curſes, Prephaning the Lords 
Pay, either by our Ordinary Labours, or Scandalous Diverſions; 
rozerher with rhe Brutal Vices of Intemperance and Lewdneſs. 

Now we ought to be more Zealouſly Aﬀected againſt theſe, than 
othcr Sins, be-aulec they are more deitrutive Enemies to Piety ; 
thcre's more of Leprolic and Infeion in them, and they are at- 
tended with more Fatal Conlequences : - Other Sins, I ſay, which 
being more private and unobſery'd, graw not ſuch a Train of 
Miſchicfs after thcm. 

The firſt Sin then, againſt which zt zs a god thing to be Zea- 
louſly Aﬀetted, is Prophane Curſing and Swearing, 

Thar horrid Sin, which Dares Omnipotence, and Mocks a- 
venging Juſtice, which atironts GOD out of Diverſion, and Plays 
with his Thunder and Lightning. That Sin, which ftrikes at 
the Foundations of Religion, by involving Men in frequent Per- 
juries, and taking oft all Reverence for an Oath. That Sin, 
which hurries daily many Souls to Hell, and is the fearful of 
Language of that piace of Impiety, as well as Torment; and 
where the Damn'd at once Gxaw their Tovgues for Pain, and Blaſ- 
pheam the GOD of Heaven. That Sin I ſay, ſhou'd ſurely ftir up 
the [ndignation and Zeal of all thole who have any Honour, any 
Love for GOD or Religioa ro puniſh, to deſtroy ir; fo cftectually 
ro ſuppreſs it, that it never may again Triumph in our Streets, 

The milpla&d Devotion of the Athenzans, inflam'd SE. Paul's 
Zeal: He was filld with various Paſſions of Anger, of Pity, 
and. 
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he Contended with their grearcit Philotophers, and even hazard. 
cd his Life ro Convert them, 

And ſhou'd not our Spirits be moved within us, to hear the 
Venerable Name of the True GOD, Impiouſly Prophan'd, and 
Ridiculouſly Invoked; and that not by Ignorant Hcathens, but 
Pretended Chriſtians? by thoſe who while they ufurp that $a- 
cred Title. Are not only far from GOD in their Hearts, but with 
their very Lips Diſhonour him ? 

It muſt ncedsrtherefore be a good thing to be-Zcalouſly Aﬀec. 
cd,againſt this prevailing Sin; to Vindicate GOD's Honour, and 
bring thoſe who Prophane his Name to Puniſhment. 

A Sccond Sin againſt which, it is a good thing to be Zealouſly 
Aﬀedctea, is the Violation of the Lords-Day, that Day which is 
Dedicated to the Worſhip and Service of GOD. 

The Prophanation of the Lords-Day, has fo fatal an influence 
on Religion, and tends ſo naturally ro deface it, that they who 
are Zealouſly Aﬀetted for the one, mult have a tender regard for 
the other. For the concerns of this World, do fo ſteal upon 
Mens Minds, 1o charm and bewitch taem, that did not the con- 
{tant returns of the Lords-Day relax their Thoughts, and call 
them oft from Buſineſs and Diverſion, to Religion and Deyotion; 
not only the Power but form of Godlineſs wou'd be loſt, not only 
the thing ir ſelf, but very Name of Religion wou'd be Baniſh'd 
the World. 

Whereas the Religious Obſervation-of the Lords-Day, does 
ofren awaken thole good thoughts, which all rhe Week have 
lay'n Buried under Cares and Pieafures. And many who at firſt 
go to Church out of Decency and Cuſtom, will at length go out 
of Religion and Devotion. And indeed our joyning in Devyout 
Prayers, and Heavenly Praites, hearing the Holy Scriprures 
Read, and our Duty atieCtionately recommended ; all rthcic pre- 
ierve Spiritual Lite, keep Conſcience ſenſible and tender. 

And the more ſtritly the Lords-Day is kept, the better willit 
anſwer the end of its [nſticution,the more eftectually promote Pie- 
ry, and fecure Religion, whereas if only a part of it be allow'd 
ro 


and of Grief, to ſee the City wholly gives to Idolatry ; He Argued, 
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ro the Worſhip of GOD, and the reſt taken up in Sports and 
Diverſions, it is to be feard,. thatour Morning Thoughts will 
ſoo paſs away ; and that the Evening Paſtimes will deface all 
che good Imprelſions of the Day. 

Now ſhall we not do excellent Service ro Religion, by ref- 
cuing the Lords-Day from Scandalous Abuſes,.. and hindring 
thoſe Practices which mult if nor prevented, deftroy i#2 The 
Honour of GOD is inſeparably united. ro that of his Day. And 
Religion mult languiſh and decay, when that Day is Neglected 
or Prophan'd : Publick Worſhip muſt be diſus'd, and Private 
fall of Conſequence. Of this our Governours are ſenſible, and 
therefore good Laws have been Enacted to hinder it; which are 
but adead letter unleſs vigorouſly Executed. This ſurely then 
deſerves and calls for our molt active Zeal, to put the Laws in 
Execution againſt the Prophaners of the Lords-Day, ſince the 
preſervation or ruin of Religion, docs in a great meaſure de- 
pend upon it. 

Thirdly, They who are Zealouſly Aﬀeted againſt Sin, muſt 
labour to ſuppreſs Lewdneſs and Uncleaneſs, and make thoſe 
Wretched Creatures feel rhe juſt Severicy of the Laws, who ſet 
up Factories for Wickednels, and make Proſtitution their Trade, 

Chriſtianity is an Undefil'd Religion, and the W1ſ- 3. 1.26. 
dom from above is pure or chaſte ; it prohibits all Laſ- 3- '7- _ 
civious Practices,and lays reſtraints on our Thoughts, ©" 
And is ir poſlible there ſhou'd be any Country where this Holy 


. Religionis Publickly Profelgd, and Divine Lawsenforc'd by Tem- 


poral Puniſhmeats; where there are Chriſtian Miniſters to per- 
ſwade, and Chriſtian Mgiſtrates to corre& Offenders: In which 
notwithſtanding Lewdneis and Debauchery ſhould be ſo:much, 
ſo long wink'd at, as almoſt to plead Preſcription, and Tolera- 
tion? Thar there ſhou'd be Scminaries for Uncleanets, and yer 
unpuniſhed, unregarded ? 

Thus it has been heretofore among us, and tneſe Vices are 
ſtill not only roo commonly commitred, bur glory'd in, to the 
great Diſhonour of GOD, and Reproach of Religion. That 
then muſt be an excellent Zeal which dares check and oppoſe 


C theſe 


IO 


theſe abominable Sins; which inſpires us with Courage to Re 


cue our Chriſtianity from Contempt, by bringing the Scandal 
of it to juſt Puniſhment and Shame, withour being mov dat theix 
Inſolence, or afraid of their Revenge. | 

There are many other very common, very dangerous Sing, 
againſt which i# is agood thing to be Zealouſly Aflefted, particularly 
Common Drunkenneſs, and Exceſſive Gaming. For theſe are not on- 
ly great Sins inthemlſelves, bur often che unhappy cauſes of thoſe 
[ have alrcady nam'd. Gaming inflames the Paſſions, fills the 
Mouth with Curſes, and the whole Man with Rage. Drunken- 
neſs diveſts Men of their Reaſon, and puts every irregular deſire 
into a Ferment ; and then no wonder if Blaſphemies be rheir Lan- 
guage, and Fleſhly Luſts prevail againſt them. And very ofren 
Religion is, neglected on the Lorils-Day, tor the fake of Drink- 
ing or Gann and waſted away in thoſe mean, unprofitable 
Entertainments. 

Bur ſince our Laws more direly take Cognizance of thoſe 
other Sins, 1 wou'd to GOD that our Zeal were ſuccelsful in 
entirely ſuppreſſing them. For they are the molt pernicions Scan- 
dals tro Religion, and ſhou'd therefore be the more immediate 
Objects of our Zeal And were no Swearing heard among. ug, 
were the Lords-Day employ'd in Exerciſes of Religion and De- 
votion, and were all known Traders in in Lewdnels driven away; 
what a Holy, what a Happy People wou'd we ſoon became? 
How Glorious wou'd Piety appear with all its Beautcous Charms 
How wou'd Religion Proſper and Flouriſh 2 How wou'd Wicked: 
neſs Bluth and Tremble, and Fly away ? 

And this might ſoon be ctie&ted, did all heartily join in is 
who are under particular Obligations ſo to do ; which brings me 
in the Second place to conſider who are principally oblig'd and 
concern'd to be Zealouſly Aﬀetted againſt thoſe dangerous Sins. 

*Tis certainly reaſon ſuſhcient why we ſhou'd be zealouſly affetts 
ed againſt publick Vices that we are Chriſtians: Profeſſors of 
that Religion which exacts the higheſt degrees of Holineſs fron 
our ſelves, and requires us to be Zealous and Induſtrious in 
claiming others from their cvil ways, and in promoting Religion 
and Reformation of Manners in the World. 
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Bur ſometimes particular Obligations ariſing from our Stations 
and Circumſtances here, are luperadded to thoſe which Chriſti- 
anity lays upon us, which muſt be various as our Capacities and 
Conditions are. I ſhall therefore mention ſeveral ranks of Men, 
who are principally concern'd in this Great Work, and are bound 
with more than ordinary Diligence and Zeal to apply themſelves 


to it. 

The Firſt I ſhall name are the Miniſters of Religion, rhoſe who 
are Dedicated to the immediate Service of GOD, to Preach his 
Word, Adminiſter his Sacraments, and atrend at his Altar. 

And certainly we who are Embaſſadors from Chriſt for this ve- 
ry end aud purpoſe, to beſeech Sinners to be reconciPd te GOD, to + 
whoſe Service we arefolemnly fer apart by the impoſition of Hands 
and Prayer ; we who are Meſſengers, Watch-Men, aud Stewards of 
the LORD, Titles of great Dignity and Honour, and expreſlive of 
conſtant Diligence and Labour ; we I ſay, ſhou'd oppoſe Vice, 
with a very active Zeal, and with unweari'd application; ſhou'd 
encourage all propoſals for Reformation of Manners, and lead the 
way to others, in putting them in Execution. Show'd like 
GOD's Miniſters in Heaven be a Flame of Fire burning with 
Zeal ſo refin'd and pure, that like theirs it may never fail ; ſo 
ſtrong and vigorous, as may ſpare indeed the Sinners, bur enti- 
rely deſtroy their Vices. 

The Reformarigri of Mens Manners, in order to the Salvation 
of their Souls, is the end of our Preaching, and all our Labours; 
and ſhou'd we not animate thoſe good Men who have avow'dly 
enter'd the Liſts againſt Wickedneſs, fince we have reaſon to 
hope that thereby our Work will become more caſie and delight- 
ful, and that more encouraging ſucceſſes will atrend our Mi- 
niſtry, the moſt difficult obttcuctions ( ſuch publick Vices are ) 
being happily remov'd ? Nay ſhou'd we not bleſs GOD for ex- 
citing a Spirit of Piety and Religious Zeal amongl{t us ; that there 
are any in this degenerate World, who have a true concern for 
Religion and Virtue > And don't all ſuch deſerve our Counte- 
nance and Encouragement, our greatelt eſteem and rendeceſt aft- 
tection? And ſhow'd we nor chearfully pertake in all heir Difli- 
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culrties and Dangers, ' as we hope to ſhare in their Rewhy 
and Glory?” - © | ts 

'Tis uſual ro complain of the Corruptions of the Age; by 
complaints hardly ever work a Cure. Our diſcourſes may þ 
paſſionate againſt prevailing Sins, and yer thoſe Sins conrinuet 
prevail, the moſt Guilry being ſeldom our Hearers, and whe 
they arc, not regarding what we ſay. Ir is fir then, ir is ne 
ceflary, that we uſe Arguments of another Nature, and punil 
rhoſe who are proof againſt all Perſwaſions, that with Stripes an 
Blows we make thole Deaf Adders move, who ſtop their Ears 
 gainſt the Voice of the wiſeſt Charmer ; make thole feel the cocrciy 
power of Humane Laws, who impiouſly violate the Laws & 
GOD. 

We call our ſelves Succeſſors dk. the Apollles and Prophets,ar 
{uch undoubtedly all Lawful Minificrs are: And ſhou'd not tha 
one conſideration inſpire us with their Diligence, their Cour 
and their Zeal? That ſo we may oppole Frophanenels as Elz 
did IdoJatry, and with the reſolution of St. Paul Reaſon of Righ 
ouſneſs, Temperance and Fudyment to come? 

But ſhou'd there be any to Compiaiſant for Wickedneſs, | 
Coward!y and Mean, as to be afraid or aſham'd to diſturb it 
its anticnt Poſleſſions ; mult rhey nor Bluſh when Surrounded wit 
a Cloud of Witzeſſes of their own Orr, of Apoſtles, and Biſhoj 
and Paſtors, who were not only Preachers of Righteouſneſs, bi 
Reformers of Manners? Who did not think they had ditcharg 
their Duty, by ſaying ſome handſome things againſt Vice ; bu 
being acted by a Holy Zcal, were parcicular and warm in Ac 
vices, vehement in their Expoſtulations, and bold in their Rt 
proofs > While Men were wicked they pity'd them, rhey pray 
tor them, but never made them their Intimates and Companion 
They treated them as their Paticnts, whoſe recovery they hex 
tily endeayourcd, but never by Flattery and Compliance encres 
cacir Diſtemper. 

I hope in GOD there are few or none among usguilty of tht 
Faults, to dilagreeable to their Character, and prejudicial to RK 
gion; the contrary I think is apparent, that thoſc who are md 
remarkali 
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remarkable for their Piety, and eminent for their Stations in the 
Church, do further and encourage all prudent deſigns for ſup- 
preſſing Vice, and reſtoring Piety to its juſt Glory. But if 
there ſhou'd be any who have ſo far degeneraced from the Zeal of 
theic Primitive Predeceſlors, as to be negligent and remils in this 
important Concern ( and if ſome ſhou'd be fo, among ſo many, 
"tis not at all ro be wondred at, nor any reaſonable Ob- 
jection againſt our Church ) for ſuch this Addreſs is intend- 
ed, and that ſufficiently jultifies the plaineſs of ir, ſince ſure I 
am they need it. 

Secondly, Next to the Miniſters of Religion, the greateſt 
Obligations of being Zealouſly Aﬀetted againſt publick reign- 
ing Vices lye upon Magi/trates, upon thoſe who are invelted 
with Authority and Power. | - 

And that it is the Duty of Magiſtrates with great Courage 
and Imparriality, to ſuppreſs and puniſh all Wicked Practices. 
is plain from ſeveral Intimations of it in Holy Scripture. As 
that Rulers are not a Terror to Good Works but to the Evil, And 
if we do that which is Good, we need not be afraid of the Power, but 
ſhall have praiſe of-the ſame : That he is the Miniſter of GOD for 
good, and beareth not the Sword in vain, and u a Revenger to exe- 
cute Wrath upon him that doth Evil. Rom. 13. 3, 4. Again, 
we are commanded to be ſubject to Governours who are appoint- 
cd for the puniſhment of Evil Doers, and the praiſe of them that do 
well. 1 Per. 2. 14. 

From all which it appears what ſort of Perſons Magiltrates 
ſhou'd be; to evil works they thou'd be itill a 7error, and the 
Sword of Juſtice they ſhou'd never bear in vain. Upon them 
that do Evil "tis their Duty ro cxecute Wrath ; but good Works 
they are to Encourage, good Men they are to Support and Praile. 
Tis for this end riat they have Power given them over others, 
by him from whom they originally derive their Commillions, 
all Power being Ordained by him, tor by him Ki 1;s Reign, and Prin- 
cs decree Fuſtice, and therefore tis Service they thou'd conſtant- 
ly perform, and ſtudy the Vindication and Vromotion of his 
Honour, 
Beſides 
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Beſides, the Suppreſſion of Wickedneſs and Vice is one great 
End of all Magiſtracy and Government, becauſe thereby that 
which is its ſole end the publick Peace and Safety, is efteQtually 
attain'd and ſecur'd. For it is inconſiſtent with the Publick 
Safety, to ſuffer Wickedneſs to go on unreſtrained, Wickednefs,| 
ſay, which has a natural rendency to Confuſion and Diſorder, 
endangers the Peace, and deſtroys the happineſs of Society. For 
the Natural Conſequence of this muſt be, the entire Ruine of 
Religion ; and when that is gone, and Men are under no Tyes 
of Conſcience, have no regard for GOD, believe not his Proyi. 
dence, and are under no apprehenſions of his juſt Indignation, 
what Villanies then muſt be every where committed 2 What 
Feuds muſt continually ariſe berwixt Governours and Subjedt, 
the one being Tyrannical, and the other Rebellious 2 What ſecu- 
rity can Men have for their Lives or Fortunes, when Perjury 
ſhall be no longer dreaded as a Crime? What an Emblem of Hell 
muſt this World become, Criminals being roo numerous, too bip 
to be Corrected ? whenthoſe who by their office are ſuppols'dry 
be Guardians of Virtue, by their Practice, will appear Patrons 0 
Impiety. Nay the reſemblance will hold, not only in the World 
Wickednelſs and Confuſion, but Miſery too ; fance Vice Coun- 
tcnanc'd by the neglect of Magiſtrates, muſt needs exaſperate 
the Wrath of Heaven, and bring down heavy Judgments on thoſe 
Nations, where it is allow'd to thrive, where warm'd and nou- 
riſh'd by Connivence. 

But ſurely Magiſtrates cannot negle&t the Execution of the 
Laws againit Immorality and Prophaneſs, upon ſuch cafie Terms, 
as ſome of them ( if we may judge by their Practice ) imagine; 
ſince when theyenter upon their Office, they are Sworn to Exe- 
cute and Maintain thoſe Laws after their Wit and Power, with 
equal reſpect to Poor and Rich ; and therefore every wilful Omik 
110n of their Duty, is a Violation of a Solemn Oath, and adds 
a new Perjury to all their other Crimes. And what a fad ac 
count ſhall fuch Men have to make at the Day of Judgment! 
Muſt they not be rank'd with Judas, and ſuch other Wretches, 


having berray'd that Religion, they were oblig's| ro defend, and 
prorected 


5 
protected thoſe Vices, they were commanded, they were ſworn 
ro Supprels ? 

And how happy wou'd it be both for them and us, did all our 
Magiſtrates conſider and act agreeably to the great Truſt repos'd 
in them 2 Did they with united Counſels and Endeayours pur a 
ſtop ro Vice, and not commir thoſe Crimes themſelves, they 
were commanded to puniſh in others > How wou'd all the Bleſſings 
of Heaven and Earth flow down upon us? And what a happy 
change wou'd their Zeal and Courage ſoon produce? Vice wou'd 
ſntak and not dare to ſhew its Deform'd Face; Men wou'd be 
aſham'd- of their Wickedneſs, and tremble for fear of a Diſcove- 
ry, bur never dare ro Glory init; and all their deeds of Darkneſs, 
wou'd retire and ſhun the Light. 

And certainly a Faithful Magittrate is a Publick Bleſſing: He's 
the moſt uſeful Member of the Common-Wealth, the beſt Pa- 
triot of his Country, and to his Prince a moſt Valuable Subject. 
He deſerves all the Honour the preſent Age can give, and while 
the Name of ſome ſhall Roz, Generations to come ſhall call him 
Bleſſed. 

And Praiſed be GOD's Holy Name, ſuch Magiſtrates are 
not wholly wanting among us, there are ſome even in this City, 
who upon all proper Occations, expreſs a generous Zcal againſt 
Lewdneſs, Immorality and Prophanels ; and have been glorious 
Inſtruments in reſtraining thoſe Crimes, which were uſually com- 


. mitted with a daring Impudence : Magiſtrates, who are Zecalous 


for their Maſters Honour, and protect and encourage thoſe who 
are ative and forward in his Service, whole actions are agree- 
able ro the end for which they were appointed, the Puniſhment of 
Evil-deers, and Praiſe of them that do well. The Merit of ſuch 
Excellent Men, challenges the moſt publick and grateful acknow- 
ledgmenrs which the Friends of Piety can pay ; and next to the 
great GOD of Heaven, we ſhou'd be loudeſt in the Praiſes of 
theſe Ornaments of Magiſtracy, Supports of Virtue, and Zeca- 
lous Promoters of Reformation. And I'm very confident they 
thall never want a more valuable benefit than Commendations, the 
ſincere and conſtant Prayers of all good Men, for their temporal 
and 
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and eteranal Happineſs. And I truſt that the ſame GOD, - wi 
has begun a good work in them, will continue, will improve, ati} 
bring it ro perfetion. That he will ſo animare and alliſt chem, 
that they ſhall yever grow weary in well-doing, northink any thing 
a trouble wherein GOD and Religion are concern'd. And others 
will I hope be influenc'd by theſe Examples, to walk in their 
Steps; and immirate their Zeal : That ſo all our Magiſtrates may 
enjoy the inyaluable ſatisfaction which doing good to the World 
docs here afford ; all may be intitl'd ro a Glorious Reward in 
Heaven. 

Whatever particular Obligations lye upon Magiſtrates, to be 
Zealouſly Aitectcd againſt Prophanels and Vice, do likewiſe re- 
ſpe&t the Nobility and Gentry. "Tis true, they are not all Sworn 
to Execute the Laws, yet Honours and Eltates are conferr'dup- 
on them, by the Sovereign Proprictor of all things, that they 
may be qualifi'd thereby ro be the more lerviceable to rhe inte- 
reſts of Piety and Religion. Theſe Gifts of Heaven are Talentsfor 
which they muſt render an account to the Great Donor. of them); 
And if they improve them to his Glory,and the good of Manking; 
If they will not decline expence nor trouble, to deſtroy Vice, and 
make Religion proſper; then they antwer the intention of Prb- 
vidence, and ſhall be able zo give an account of their Stewar 
with Foy. They ſhall entail lalting Bleſlings upon their Famili 
and {ccure endleſs Glory to themſelves. Nay they will (ilenct 
the Clamours of Malice and Envy, ſince few won't rejoice at the 
greatneſs of thoſe who make all their privileges ſubſervient to 
Piety and Virtue. | s 

A Third fort of Perſons who are concern'd to be Zealowþ 
Afﬀedted againſt thoſe dangerous Sins are Penitents : Thoſe who 
having heretofore been engag'd in ſinful Courſes, are by the 
Grace of GOD delivered from their Bondage, and reſtor'd toa 
better Mind. | 

"Tis a common obſervation, that Penitents arc more Zealoug 
than any others againſt Sin: And indeed ther's a Natural Reaſon 
why it ſhou'd beto; for the r10re Men know of Vice, whe 
once throughly awaken'd from its Charms, they more they = 
a 
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abhor and deteſt ic. Beſides, 'ris what they are ſtrictly oblig'd 
toin Conſcience: For having heretofore diſhonour'd GOD, ob- 
ſtructed Religion, and made Men: Enemies to Virtue: They are 
bound ( it I may ſo ſpeak ) to make what Reſticution . they can 
co all thoſe, for the Injuries they have done them. 

Have they heretofore Prophan'd GOD's Name, or his Word, 
or his Day ? Then ſurely if their Repentance be ſingere, they 
will not only in the higheſt manner honour theſe themſelves, but 
be very atfliduous to procure them all poſſible Reverence from 


others. Have they entic'd others to Sin, and been but too un- 


happily ſucceſsful” in ic 2 Shou'd nor then their Zeal be conſtanc - 
and active as the Sun and Light, and bring Men to a ſenſe of 
their Duty, that ſo they may be Inſtruments of ſaving more, 
than they have been the Fatal Means of deſtroying 2 Have-they 
inur'd Religion by cheir Evil Examples ? Then ſurely their Lives 
for the future, ſhou'd be bright and unſported ; rheir Actions 
Eminently Holy, and a molt engaging Pattern of Piety, they 
ſhou'd ſet ro the World. Had they almoſt miſcarry'd and been 


_ ruin'd for ever by their Wickedneſs, had not the Goodneſs of 


GOD miraculouſly interpos'd for their Deliverance >» Then tis 
certainly their Duty to caution-others of thoſe Rocks, whereon 
they had well nigh been Ship-rack'd. 

Such was the PraCtice of thoſe great Examples of ſincere Re- 
pentance, Holy David, and St. Paul. After the former had in ve- 
ry paſſionate terms bewail'd his Sins, and implor'd the Pardon 
of GOD for them, as the natural con{cquence of his Repentance, 
he declares his Pious Reſolution, / will teach thy ways to the Wick- 
ed, and Sinners -ſhall be converted unto thee. Pial. 51. 13. And 
thus it was With St. Paul after his Conycr(ion. Did he once make 
Hayock: of the Church ? He afterwards /abour d more abundantly 
than all the Apoſtles ro enlarge and ſirengrhen ir. Was he once 
a bitter Enemy co Chriſtianicy, a Blaſphemer and Revilcr of the _ 
Son of GOD ? He afterwards prov d a molt Zealous Advocate 
for the ong, a molt Succeſsful Preacher of the other. Did he 
hale the Saints ro Priſon, was he conſenting to their Death : 
To the ſame Religion, rhey' profeſs'd, he adher'd fairhfully 
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_= Death , and for it was Crown'd with Martyrdom him- 
ff. . 
Arid thus ſhou'd all truc Penitents behave themſelves ; what- 
ever tends to the Advancement of Religon,with all the powers of 
their Souls they ſhou'd purſue themſelves, and recommend to 
others, with a moſt /nduſtrious Zeal. Then wou'd their Reper- 
tance be nat only ſincere, but complear; available to their Pardon, 
and cauſe Foy in the preſence of the Angels. 

Fourthly and Laſtly, They who have enter'd into Societies for 
Reformation of Manners, and thereby avow'dly cngag'd jn the ler. 
vice of Piety and Religion, are particularly oblig'd to be Zealouſh 
Aﬀetted agaitiſt thoſe foremention'd Dangerous Sins. 

My Atpgument does not require that I ſhou'd undertake a juſt 
Vindication of ſuch: Societies, and prove the uſefulneſs of them 
chis has been fully done by others, and the great ſervice they 
daily do Religion, ſufficiently proclaims it. S 

Yer we may in general oblerve, that Yzce is too potent an 
Enemy tv be defeated by any ſingle endeavours; Yzce, which 
roo often baffles rhe unired Labours of the beſt Men in the World, 
ahd is ſupported by a Confederacy of all the Powers of Darkneſs, 
Beſides, we cannot bur be ſenſible; that, good Men have needof 
Companions, to animate them to a work of Difficulty and Dan- 
ger. We are afraid to appear Champions for Religion, are afflid- 
cd with an evil ſhame, and calily dilcourag'd ; when alone. But 
a competent number when join'd in a Soczety adviſe, ſupport, and 
excite one another. The Prudent Calmneſs of fome, reſtrains 
the Irregular Warmth of others; whoſe Vigorous Zeal on the 
other hand, like Fire, communicates Heat, and Life, and Spi- 
rit to the Negligent, and Indifferent; gives flame to their Aﬀedti- 
ons, and enlivens their Souls. Again 'tis reaſonable to belies 
that what the United Councils of many reſolve upon, and what 
is Proſecuted by their joint Endeayours, will be more wiſe 
ly undertaken, and more ſucceſsfully accompliſh'd, than if chere 
were no ſuch Union either in Council, or in Action. So that4 
great many good Men, who wou'd otherwiſe be of lirtle uſe to 
Religion, do yery much adyance and promote it, by thus joining 
rogerhet 


together their Hearts and Hands forthat pugpoſe; as thoſe many 
litcle Stars which make up what we call the Milky way i# the | 
Heavens, wou'd if ſeparated wholly diſappear, but by their Con- 
junQion afford, a very uſeful Light to the World. : 

We are all ſufficiently convinc'd, of the neceſlity of Societies 
in many other caſes, for carrying on any deſign of Importance. 
If a Priace is become too Potent for one Neighbour, whom he is 
likely co Devour, then many become Confederates to humble him. 
Is any great Trade to be undertaken, which is too difficult and 
expenſive for any Private Fortune and Contrivance 2 Thenjs ir 
uſually accompliſh'd by a Soczety or Company. Qur Common Satery 
ſhews us the neceſliry of Parliaments, which are but great Socie- 
ties for Reforming the Common Wealth, by redrefling Grievances, 
and making Uletul Laws. And is ReGgzow the only thing that ei- 
ther does not nced, or does nor delerye a Soczety ro promote and 
ſecure it ? Is not ſuppreſſing Publick Impiety, Lewdneſs and Pro- 
phaneſs ; bringing thoſe who are openly Wicked and Proud of 
being ſo eſteem'd, ro Puniſhment ; and removing from others the 
Peſtilence of Evil Examples ; are not all cheſe Matters of grear 
Weight and Moment ; and which deſerve the moſt ſerious 
Thoughts of che Prudent, as well as the Religious? And if theſe 
things can be better effe&ted by Societies than any other way, does 
not that fully evince the C/efulneſs, or rather great Neceſſity, of 
them 2 If Reformation of Manners can be accompliſh'd more ſuc- 
celsfully by other Methods, than theſe of Societies, it wou'd do 

eat ſervice to Religion, ro diſcover them to the World, but 
ince that has not yet been done, cis very reaſonable rhat Perſons 
of Piety and Zeal, ſhou'd go on in the way they know, rill they 
be made acquainted with a betrer. 

I own did every Man among us Conſcientioully diſcharge his 
Duty in his Station, and according ro his Capacity ; were there 
no Neg/igent Miniſters, nor any Unfaithful Magiſtrates, and did 
every other Perſon in his Private Capaciry, co,what in ſtritnelis 


he ought ro do, then the whole Church wou'd /be one great Re- 


ligiaus Society, and that wou'd ſuperiede the necelliry of any 0- 
ther. Bur 1ecing that never was in any Age of the Church, not 
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in the moſt Primitive and Pureſt times: - Seeing that Ecclefiaſti 
cal Diſcipline is fallen ſo very low, that Church Cenſures are loſt 
upon the greater partof Mankind: And ſeeing we have no prof. 
pect of any publick alteration for the berrer,. bur have caule tg 
fear thar every rhing will become worſe, unleſs the impending 
Miſchief be in.time prevented ; ſecing the caſe is ſo, I think « 
plainly follows, that thoſe Men of Eminent Integrity and Virtue 
( how low ſocver ſome of their Fortunes may be ) who without 
any proſpect of Worldly Advantage (nay to their manifelt los) hay 
reloly'd ro encounter Difficulties and Dangers; and undergy 
Calumnies and Sianders ; rather than Wickedneſs ſhall continu 
bare-fac'd, and Vice ſpread every where without oppolition, any 
more: Thoſe Men I ſay, delerve all Encouragement to them. 
ſelves, and their deſign: The countenance and protection of our 
Governours, and all who wiſh well to Religion. | 
"Tis true, they have had no ſmall ſhare in Cexſures and Objeftions, 
But whar Perſon ſo innocent, what Deſign 1o laudable as to el. 
cape them 2? - If Chriſtzanzty the beſt Religion, It rhe Bleſled Jeſus 
the Holieſt Perſon that ever was, have been, and daily are Blal 
phem'd, Revil'd, and Slander'd : What are you, my Brethrey, 
that you ſhou'd hope to be Exempred from the Common Fare of 
the beſt Men in the World 2 Has Satan entircly chang'd his N+ 
rure, and laid aſide his Malice > Is he not only transform'd in 
to the /ikeneſs of an Angel of Light but become really one 2 Wil 
he no more oppoſe Keligion, no more obſtruit Reformation of 
Manners ? Or has the Old Serpent loſt at once his Cunning and his 
Poyſon? Has he to often mil-repreſented Religion with great 
ſucceſs, and expos'd it to publick Hatred, by Painting ir as tome 


frightful Monſter : And won't he (till proſecute the ſame Merhods 


which have hardly ever fail'd him, and cndcavour to defeat the 
good Deſigns of ſome Men, by raiſing unaccountable Jealouſic 
and Fears in others ; and labour to undermine by ſecret Calum 

nies and Slanders, what he wants Power direly to oppole ? 
Bur yer if Two or Three forts of Perſons were filent, very fev 
Mouths wou'd be open'd againſt Societies for Reformation. 'Thole 
who take rhings upon Trutt, and Condemn withour _— 
te 
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_ 
the Merits of the Cauſe, who have been impos'd upon for want 
of due enquiry, by falſe Repreſentations borh of the Deſign and 
Perſons concern'd in it. Or thoſe who being not truly Zealows 
themſelves, are angry that any ſhou'd go beyond them, and 
thereby racitly reproach their want of Zeal ; or they laſtly, who 
are enrag'd that their unlawful Liberties ſhou'd be check'd and 
reſtrain'd, that any ſhou'd preſume ro Curb their Lewdneſs and 
Prophanels.But the Clamours of theſe kinds of Menare ill ground- 
ed and unjuſt ; ſuchascan be no ſurprize to any whoare acquaint- 
ed with the Corruptions of Humane Nature, and conſider the 
aQive indefatigable Malice ofthe Devil ;. and therefore can never 
ſhake a prudent well eftabliſh'd Zeal. 

And tuch I truſt in GOD your Zeal will always be, and that 
you will ſtill find that Encouragement and Protection to which 
you are juſtly incitY#, by che Excellency of your Undertaking, 
and Prudence of your Behaviour. I am perſwaded you did nor 
enter into theſe Soczeties raſhly and unadviſedly ; but weigh'd all 
the hardſhips and inconveniences you might reaſonably expect 
on-the one hand, and conlider'd che morives which excited your 
Zeal onthe other ; and afrer mature deliberation, choſe the good 
part, and reſolv'd with great Conſtancy to adhere to ut ; chear- 
fully to bear Opppoſition, Contempt and Reproach, provided 
you might be able to pur a ſtop to any one prevailing Sin. 

But the ſame Chriſtian Zeal which firſt mov'd you to Aſſociate 
againſt Vice, will oblige you to continue and” perſevere, to be- 
come more Active and Zealous in {uppreſiing it : To this, your 
Obligations are great, as Members of the Chriſtian Church, in- 
to which when you were admitted, you yow'd to continue Chriſts 


* Faithful Servants and Soldiers to y ur Lives end: But your belong- 


ing to a Socicty whole fole end is Kefſormation of Manners, has 
much encreas'd them. A Deſign the beſt and noblcſt in the 
World, but which ought to be Profecuted with a very conſtant, 
prudent Zeal; that the Enemies of Piety may not be able to in- 
lult, may have no occalion to upbraid any of -you, cither with 
Negligence or Imprudence. And then will you more tucceſsfully 
promote your Great, and Excellent End ; and in duc time ſtop the 
Mouths of Gazn-ſayers. * - Theie 
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Theſe are the ſeveral orders of Men who are particular 
oblig'd to be Zealouſly Aﬀeted in ſuppreſſing Prophanels and Vie, 
not that any are exempred from ir ; it is the Bulineſs and Duty, 
and oughr to be the Study and Practice of every Chriſtia, 
Here all are Commanded, and may without a Crime, put fort 
their Hands to ſupport the Ark, "Tis true they cannot, they mu 
not all attemptro do it the fame way; what is the Indiſpenſib 
Duty. of one, may be aGreat Sin in anorher to pretend to: And 
tho all ought ro ſhew their Zeal for Religion and Reformation, 
yet they muſt take different ways of ſhewing it; which leads 
me ro the | 

Third Particular I propos'd to ſpeak tro, which was to poin 
out thoſe ways wherein we may beſt employ and ſhew our Zea] 
{o as to attain the Excellent Ends it aims at. 

Something of this I have hinted ar already, for by mentioning 
thoſe ſeveral forts of Men, who are oblig'd to higher degrees of 
Zeal againſt Vicethan others, I did in etfet ſhew how their Zeal 
is to expreſs it ſelf. 

Thus for Example: Are we Zealous Miniſters of Religion: 
Then muſt our Zeal appear both ro GOD and: Man in our Pub 
lick Preaching and Exemplary Life; and in our Private Labour 
and Endeavours to infuſe Pzety and Zeal into others. We muft 
ſhew our Zeal by leading the way to others in the beſt manne, 
Prudence directs, and fo far as our Duty requires. And laſtly our 
Zeal muſt expreſs ir ſelf in Conſtant and Fervent Prayers to GOD, 
for his Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance. M 

Again, are we Zealouſly Magiſtrates > Then are we to employ 
our Zeal in Vigorouſly Executing the Laws againſt Immorality 
and Prophaneſs. We are to Countenance and Encourage all who 
are engag d in the Service of Religion and Reformation, and ſecure 
them from the rude inſults of thoſe who have made themſelves 
rheir Enemies: And to influence others to Honour Religion by 
the Brightneſs of our own Examples. 

As for thole of Inferiour Degree, whoſe Station is Private, and 
whoſe Condition is Obſcure, even they may many ways tefti 
fie the #1ncerity of their Zeal, and make it very ſerviceable to 
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Piety and Virtue. The meaneſt Man among us has a Family to 
rake care of, and that he may preſerve from rhe InfeRtion of 
Reigning. Sins : He can Admaniſh, can Reprave, and Correct 
his Child or his Servant, with Authority and gaod Eftect, He 
may alio Exhort, and Adviſe his Neighbaur of his awn Rank, 
nay he may Reprove him roo, upan aJuſt Qceaſion, and in a 
Prudent Manner ; and thereby contribute much te reclaim him. 
Such a Man may eſpecially be very uſeful to Religion, by bring-- 
ing the open Enemies of ic, to deſerved Puniſhment. He will 
unayoidably be ofren a Witneſs of Publick Sins. He will fre- 
quently ſee che Lords-Day Prophan'd, and hear GOD's Holy 
Name Diſhonour'd and Blaſphemed ; and that by thoſe who arc 
too Great to be Reprov'd by him, and who wou'd anſwer all his 
Grave Advices wirhyScorn and Rage, But then that Man ought, 
if he has any Zeal for the Honour of GQD, to Inform the Ma- 
giſtrates of what he has Seen and Heard, and ſhew his own Zedd, 
by giving them an opportunity of exerciſing theirs. He qughr 
without any Sy-regards to Intereſt or Friendſhip, to acquaint 
thoſe who bear the Sword, with the Crimes that have been cam- 
mitted before him, that the Guilty may feel, how they bear # 
not 1n vain. 

This is what many among us have of late done with very 
great ſucceſs, and therefore what I cannot but recommend to all, 
as the moſt efteftual means of entirely rooting out all groſs Im- 
moralitics and publick Vices, eſpecially thoſe more heinous ones 
have fo ofren nam'd. And fince it has pleaſed GOD, to give 
us ſome good Magiſtrates, who want neither Zeal nor Courage to 
put the Laws in Execution, whatremains to accompliſh a through 
Reformation of Manners, but that we contribure our Endea- 
yoursto it, by giving conſtant and Imparrtial /rformations againſt 
Offenders. 

It is true, an former has been generally eſteem'd a Name of 
Imfamy and Reproach,and in many caſes not without reaſon. Ir is 
an Employment has been ſomerimes taken up by Men of Blaſt- 
ed Repurations, upon the baſeſt motives, and manag'd in the moſt 
diſingenuous manner. When we ſaw a Man accute others of a 
Crime 


( 24 ) 
Crime whereof he was himſelf more Guilty, and that not outgf 
remorſe of Conſcience or Zeal to haye Criminals Puniſh'd, but 
in hopes of Favour and Money from thoſe in: Power. When we 
ſaw Informing made a Trade, and Men getting Bread by Perjuy, 
mixing much Falſhood, with a little Truth. When we faw al 
the Laws of Hoſpitality and Friendſhip violated, and things 
ſpoken with Freedom! and without Deſign, rold with Aggravat 
ons to a jcalous Government, When I fay, Informing was ſuch 
an Employment as this, no wonder, if it was Scandalous tobe 
concern'd in it. 

Bur the Informing I am recommending is of another nature, 
it is not to catch atan unwary expreſſion which Malice may wrel 
to an ill meaning, or when ipoken under the Seal of Friendfhiy, 
Bur it is, acquainting our Governours and Magiſtrates With thoſe 
Blaſphemies, and Oarhs, which are often vented 1n Publick, and 
thoſe other Inſtances of Lewdneſs and Immorality, which arc 
overt-atts of Treaton and Rebellion, againſt GOD. In ſuch caſe 
it is our Duty, and we ſhou'd reckon it our Glory to be Informer, 
ſince GOD himlelf ac the Laſt Day will encreale our ZZonour, for 
being thus Inſtrumental in Vindicating Hs. 

"Tis true, the Enemies of Religion have been, and {till are ve 
ry loud in theirClamours againſt this Practice, and do with grea 
Induſtry throw an Odium on thoſe who make Conſcience of I 

orming againſt them. - But they have eſpecially rais'd a mighty 
cry of [njuſtice, againſt chat manner of Informing, which is found 
neceſlary to reſtrain Prophane Curfing and Swearing, that is, whe 
the Guilty Perlon knows not his Accuſer. I ſhall therefore a 
preſent endeavour to Vindicate both theſe, and ſhew that 70 b 
* form againſt Vice is every Mans Duty, and that Private Infe 
mations are not only Juſt and Reaſonable, bur ot abſolute Neceli 
ty. And this I hope will be judg'd no digreſſion, ſince ir tend 
ro confirm us in one of the moſt uſeful, and ngcetlary Expreſſion 
of our Zeal. LE. 
I begin with the Firſt of theſe, which is ro ſhew that we at 
ſtrictly oblig'd in point of Duty, to [form againſt Prophani 
and Vice. . | 
Ths 
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This will appear if we conſider 
Firſt, The Commands and Examples which in Holy Scripture 

require it. | 

"Srnadh, If we conſider the reaſonableneſs and neceſlity of the 
thing. 
; Pk, Let us conſider the Commands and Examples which in 

Holy Scripture require it. 

And can any Command be more poſitive, expreſs and clear, 
that what we find in the 1 32h of Det. from the 5th to the 12th verſe? 

If thy Brother, the Son of thy Mother, or thy Sonor thy Daughter, 
or the Wife of thy Boſom, or thy Friend, which is even as thy own 
Soul, entice thee ſecretly ſaying, let us go and: ſerve others gods, 
( which thou haſt not known, thou nor thy Father.) 

Thou ſhalt not conſent unto him, nor hearken unto him, neither (hall 
thine Eye pity him, neither ſhalt thou ſpare him, neither ſhalt thou 
conceal him. 

But thou ſhalt ſurely kill him, thine Hand ſhall be firſt upon him, 
to put him to Death, and afterwards the Hands of all the People. 

And all Vſrael ſhall hear and fear, and ſhall do no more any ſuch 
Wickedneſs as this is among you. 

From which wordsit is plain, that to [yform againſt dangerous 
Infectious Sins, ſuch as have a rendency to deſtroy Religion, 
and the Worſhip of GOD, is ſo in diſpenſable a Duty, that no 
conſideration of Blood or Friendſhip can excuſe us from it :. Our 
Duty to GOD Cancells all Obligations ro Men ; and nothing 
mult be allow'd any compitition in his Love. Thoſe who lye 
neareſt our Hearts, our Brothers, anf{ Wives, and Children, and 
our beſt Friends muſt be torn thence, when GOD and our Duty 
call; when His Service requires it, who is our moſt Indulgenr 
Father, our Truc{t Friend, and our moſt Gcnerous BenetaQtor. 

' Bur 1dvlatry was not rhe only Sin the {ſraelites thought them- 

ſelves oblig'd to ſuppreſs by Informing againſt it? Cur/ing and Blaſ- 

phemy, were to undergo the ſame jult teveriry. As appears from 

the inſtance of the 1ſraelitiſh Womans Son, Lev. 24. 11, 12, 14. 

Who Blaſphemed GOD and Curſed. Thoſewho heard him, were nor 

troubl'd with that nice Honour, ſome now a days pretend to, and 

BE thought 
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thought it no refletion upon them, to acquaint Moſes and Aarg 
with his Crime, tho nothing leſs than his Death was the conſe. 
quence of their Iyformation. The Witneſſes were Commandef 
to lay their Hauds m= his Head, and all the Congregation to Ston: 
him with Stones till be Dyd. And yer tho the Fortciture of 4 
{mall Sum of Money, be all the Penalcy inflicted among us, for 
the Prophaneſt Oarhs and Curles, how few arc there who haye 
Zeal and Courage to exact even that! who do not let that Sig he 
otten committed in their preſence, and yet are afraid or aſham'g, 
ſo much as to reprove it! 

Nor was the S$abbath-Breaker treated more gently thay 
the Blaſpbemer, by the People oÞ /ſrael. They who found the Max 
gathering Sticks upon the Sabbath-Day, immediately brought hin ts 
Moles and Aaron, and all the Congregation, and he was Stoned with 
Stones till he Dy d. Numb. 15. 32. Had rthele Men liv'd 4 
mong us, how wou'd they. have been Hated and Derided ag 
Officious Informers, who medd!'d in things, that did not ax, all 
belong to them! Bur they were convinc'd that no Man ought to 


ſtand Neuter when the Laws of GOD are publickly Violate ; and} 


that the cauſe of Religz/on every own ſhou*d clteem his own, and 
clpouſe and promote it with the ſame Warmth and Reſentment, 

But that it is our Duty to [nform againſt Prophaneſs and Vie, 
will farther appear if we conſider 

Secondly, The realonablenelſs and necellity of the thing. 

For is it not reaſonable that Wickedneſs ſhou'd be Supprels'g, 
and that Open Impiertics ſhou'd be Puniſh'd and Corrected 2 Bu 
this cannot be done, if it be Infamous to Inform againſt them; i 
the thing it ſelf be neceſſary, the means that lead co ir, mull be 
neceſſary roo; and the molt effeftual are, Conſtant Information 
ro the Magiſtrate. Without this our Laws againlt Vice hare 
been made to little purpole ; and our Magiſtrates can bur lame 
ly Execute that part of cheir Charge, of being a Terror to Evik 
Doers. Therefore ro make thele Informations Dilhonourable, and 
ro throw Contempt upon thole who are molt aCtive in them, is 
one of the Devils Arts to obſtruct Picty, and Reformation of Max 
vers, and whereby he {upplants Religion ; which as matters nol 
{tand, caunot be well ſecur'd without them. | But 
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- But the reaſonableneſs and neceffiry of this Duty will ba more 
evident, if we conſider thar all: Men allow ir in other Caſes, and 
that the rwo great Fundamental Virtues of Religion, Juſtice and 
Charity require it. 

[. All Men allow itin other Caſes. 

Thoſe Offences which are more diretly committed againſt, 
Men, 'tis allowable, *tis Honourable to diſcover : If we know 
a Man Guilty of Murder, or Robbery, or Treaſon, none ever 
chought ir ſevere to Inform againſt him ; nay, ſhou'd we conceal 
him, we might juſtly be eſtecm'd Parties in his Crime. And is 
not the Caſe and Duty the ſame, and ſhou'd not the Honour be 
ſo too, with reſpect to thoſe Sins which are immediately levell'd 
againſt GOD ? It is commendable to Inform againſt a 7hief, tis 
ſtrange it ſhou'd be otherwiſe to bring a Blaſphemer or a Proſtitute 
to Puniſhment ; unleſs it be a much ſmaller Crime to affront 
GOD to his Face, withour rhe leaſt Motive or Temptarion, than 
to meddle with our Neighbours Goods. 

How differently are Men Aﬀected, when ſenſibly rouch'd in 


- pointof Worldly Intereſt, and when only influenc'd by the con- 


liderations of their Duty ro GOD ! When wrong in their For- 
tunes, they allow no limits to their Paſſions, bur are all Indig- 
ration and Reſentment. Not all their Wit and Malice, can find . 
out Words ſufficiently expreſſive of cheir Anger, their Hatred, 
and their Grief, Each Circumſtance they aggravate, yer pretend 
that the Injurie is greater than rhey can repreſent ir, they are big 
with Fury, and travel with Revenge. 

And yer often the very ſame Pcrions can be unconcerr'd Specta- 
tors, of the moſt Heinous Sins againtt GOD. Can hear his Be- 
mg Deny'd, and every Attribute Contemned, without any ſen- 
lible Emotions within, or any Attempts to Vindicate their 
Maker. 
| This is but too evident even in our Publick Laws, the Penal- 
nes of Crimes being nor ar all proportion'd ro their being more 
or leſs hateful ro GOD, but the Miſchiefs we imagine they oc- 
cation ro Men. Thus to Steal is an Odious Sin, and the Wretch 
that is Guilty of it, muſt Dyc. When Blaſpemy and Perjury ſhall 
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eſcape. And he who«diſcovers a Thief ſhail be as ſure of Glory, 
as he who [forms againſt a Blaſphemer ſhall be of Contempt and 
Hatred. 

But even in this particular, Men are generally miſtaken, thoſe 
Sins being always in the end moſt diſtrutive to their Worldly 
Intereſts, which are moſt Odious ro GOD: This none can queſts 
on who believe a particular Providence, and that GOD is cor: 
cern'd in the Government of the World : But will be more ap. 
parent when we conſider 

Secondly, That the Two great Duties of Juſtice? and Chariy 
require this Practice of Informing againſt Prophaneſs and Vice, 

[. Juſtice requires ir. Juſtice to out Country, and to the 
Common-Wealth whereof we are Members, we are oblig'd to it 
by the Laws of Society. 

All allow that we are unjuſt to our Country, it we do not op- 
poſe whatever may bring Calamities upon it, don't promote its 
Intereſt, and labour to prevent its Ruin. Now this cannot he 
better done than by Zrforming againſt Vice and Prophanels,and al 
Publick Wickedneſs, and thereby putting a ſtop to thoſe Courts, 
which if unreſtrained, will make GOD our Enemy, and bring 
down General Judgments upon us. 

"Tis true, when GOD Viſits a Nation with Sword, with Pefi- 
lence, or Famine, he regards no doubt Private, as well as Pub- 
lick Sins, and our moſt Secret Cyimes add Fuel to the Comma 
Flame : Bur yet General National Judgments, are certainly the 
Eftefts of General National Sins, of Publick uncontrould Wick 
edneſs. And when Socicties or Nations are Puniſh'd, it is for 
thoſe Sins which Socictics or Nations ( conlider'd as luch ) hare 
committed. Particular Private Sins committed under rhe Shads 
of Night and Security of Retirement, *cis reaſonabie to belic 
ſhall only prove Fatal to the Offenders themſelves, but occaſion 
no Publick Judgment, draw down no Calamity upon rhe Society 
in general; and the reaſon is, becauſe no Nation, no Socicty cal 
prevent theſe Secret Sins. They are beyond the reach of rhe ie 

vereſt Laws, and exaCteſt Juſtice; no Eye ſees them bur rhat « 


Heaven, and therefore the Society is not accountable for them, 
But 
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Burthen-a National Judgment may be juſtly-fear'd,- when Vice 

ws Bold and Publick'; when irinvades che Sears of Aurhoriry 
and Command; and' the Laws againſt ir are {aid aſleep. When 
like Serpents, Warm'd by the Influence of the Sun above them, ir 
leaves irs dark retreats and creeps abroad, filling every place with 
confus'd Hiſles, and ſcattering its Poyſon- round about. Then 
is GOD's Honour concern'd to Puniſh ſuch wicked Nations, they 
are Ripe for Ruin, and Storms and Thunder are hovering about 
their Heads. 

Bur if we are juſt to our Country, and true'to its Intereſt, we 
will not ſhare in the Guilr of Publick Wickedneſs,* by negleCting 
it; but do ourpart to have itcheck'din time, before ic has gather'd 
great Strength, and loſt all Modeſty ;' is. become too Impudent 
to be aſham'd, roo Strong to be reliſted. . Magiſtrates alone arc 
not able ro do all this, the moſt Zealous among them, can of 
themſelves rake Cognizance but of few Crimes; few. daring to 
be Prophane before them, unlels encourag'd by rheir' Connivance 
or invited by their Example. . And therefore if we.wou'd efecu- 
ally diſcharge our Duty to our Country, me muſt make Conſci- 
ence of  /[yforming againſt Vice, now eſpecially when we have 
Magiſtrates, who make Conſcience of puniſhing ir; Then we, 
might hope to ſee our Country Proſper,” and the Sun daily Shin- 
ing and Smiling upon us. And tho ſome might be {till ſecretly 
Wicked, yet they durlt not be openly fo, in defiance of Religion 
and the Laws. To be Lewd and Prophane, wou'd no more be 
Gentile Accompliſhments; Impicty wou'd no longer dare to ap- 
pear at Noon-Day, bur like a Ghoſt, wou'd Flye the Light, and 
retire to 1ts Native Darkneſs. 

But to Inform againſt Prophaneſs and Vice, is Secondly a Duty of 
Charily as well as of Fuſtice. 

Firſt, It is great Charity to the Poor, who are thereby confi- 
derably releiv'd ; and this is Charity and Prudence both, making 
Mens Vices do that, which out of Conſcience they 'never did, 
Contribute towards the Maintenance of the Needy. This is to 
extract the greateſt Good, our of the greateſt Evil; an Antidote 
from Poyſon, 

Again 
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- Again 'tis Chanity\cyen tothoſe who are Puniſb's.. For Admoy 
civjet and Adyices;arc-commonly loſt ypon a hardned Sweater; 
they inflame-his Paſſions, and make him renew his: Sin ; Bur when 
*he tings that his: Oaths begin ro be Expenſive to him, without any 
Compenſation, of Plealure or Profit, by that he will probably be 
awakn'd to ice the folly.of them,and totally at laſt forbear them, 
When a Man has ſutſer pretty often for Prophaning the Lord: 
Day,he will ac laik leave it off, and contract an Habitual Reverencg 
for /t, Now 'tis Charity to break a Man of thole Practices, which 
if, perſever'd in, will ruin him for ever, let the Methods of doing 
it be never ſo difobliging. "Tis Charity to Cure a Mad-Man of 
his. Frenzy, eyeu:by Chains and Scourges, tho in the mean time 
he hazes nothing fo: much as his Phyficzan. 

Laſtly, *Tis great Charity to the Youth of this preſent Ape, 
and to the ſuccceding Generations alſo. To the Youth of this 
preſent Age, . whoſe Minds are yer tender and uncorrupted, tis 
great Charity to.remoye from them the Contagious Poylon: of 
Vice and Prophaneſs. Fort (is. che Wickednets of the Aged that 
corrupts our Youth, ' and:the Example of the one, has a Fatal 
Influence upon the other. Burt we wou'd necd little pains to 
make thoſe who are Young Honour GOD's Name, if we cou'd 
ſo eftetually ſuppreſs Swearing, that thoſe who are Old durſt 
not be their Patterns in that'Sin. And our Youth wou'd of them- 
ſelves.Reverence the Lords-Day, were the Laws ſo well Executed 
that others durſt not Prophane it. Bur this never can be done, 
unleis we all think. it our Duty to Iyform againſt the Prophane 
and Vicious.; and unlets. Magi/trates Encourage luch Informations; 

Then for the Succeeding Generations, it is Charity- to them to 
pur a ſtop ro Wickednels, and. hinder it from delcending upon 
them; for wou'd it not be better for them never to be Born, than 
ro come into a World fo Corrupted, that it wou'd be miraculous 
to eſcape InfeCtion.; than: ro be Borh to Sin here, and Miſery 
hereafter, : Burt if we have any Charzty for thoſe who are to: ſuc- 
ceed usy. We will be very. Zealous in tuppreſiing all forts-of Wiick- 
edveſs now, and give continual Izformations againſt thoſe who 
dare be publickly Guilty of if, and to we ſhall entail upon our 


Peſterity, 
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oferity, with our Fortunes, a more valuable: Arbe)22dnce,  PRry- 
27a and all the B/efings. of Heaven, 730 Py 

Upon the whole. T0 /+form-againſt Prophanets-and Vice;is what 
GOD's Law does politively ehjoyn and:require; And itis recom- 
mended to us by tome Excellent Examples recorded in Scripture. 
I is highly reaſonable and neceflary, all Men eſteern it fo in 6- 
ther Parallel Caſes : - Our. Duty ro our Country, Charity to the 
Poor, and ro the Offenders themſelves ; to the: Yotith of this 
preſent Age, and to the Generations which are yet forto cotnt, 
do all oblige us to it. And ſurely theſe confiderations are ſuffi- 
cient to Viadicate this Practice, and recomtnend it too to Chrifti- 
ans, thoſe eſpecially who are Zealoufly. Afletted in good things, lex 
thoſe who ,want Zeal or Courage to uhderrake it, or who have 
been corrected by it, revile and cenſure it as they pleaſe. 

| therefore hope that you will goon in the way wherein you 
have hitherto walked, and perſevere in a Duty 1o pleaſing to 
GOD, ſo reaſonable and neceſſary, and which: Juſtice ati 'Cha- 
rity both require. And will not be Frightn'd by the loudeſt Cla- 
mours, the unjuſteſt Refletions, or moſt Malicious Accufari- 
ons of your Enemies. For if your /uformations be diſintereſſed 
and imparcial, without reſpect of Pertons, -or_ regard to tempo- 
ral Adyantage. If they gratific no. Paſiion, bY Religions Zeat, 
( and ſuch I believe yours have been, and ſuch I hope they will 
always be ) then ture I am, good Men will Love and Praiſe, 
GOD will Reward you for them. 

| now proceed in the Second place, To juſtific Private Informa- 
tions, Which are found abſolutely neceſſary to reſtrain Common 
Swearing, ſo that they who are Puniſh'd ſhall not know who Inform'd 
againſt them, 

Were we to paſs Judgment upon this PraQtice only by the vi- 
olent Our-crics of many againſt ir, we cou'd not bur condemn it 
as the greateſt Injuſtice and Cruelty in the World. The Multi- 
tude of the Jews did not cry more loudly againſt our Saviour, 
Crucifie him, Crucifie him. Andit is to be fear that ſome among 
us, like Pilate, are born down by Tumulrt and popular Noiſe, to 
pals Sentence contrary to the Dictates of their own Minds : 7o 
Condemn 
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Capdemnthe Iunecent, and Releaſe the Guilty. But Innocenee/jz 
whar all pretend to, andthe moſt;Prophane will feldom plead 
Guilty. - 7 3s theſe Private Informers, ſay they, who have ; 
load of Guilt to anſwer for ; their Informations being juſtly charg| 
with Malice and Falſhood, and the Magiſtrates who countenance they 
with Avarice and Oppreſſion. And mult we not allew it to be won. 
.drous hard, that any. reſtraints ſhou'd be lay'd upon a Blaſphem- 
ing Tongue! That Men cannot uſe ar plealure, the privilege of 
Speech, which Nature has given-them ! Cannot publickly Af 
fronc GOD, and imprecate Damnation to all about them, ſo ma: 
ny Sawcy formers lurking every where! Is it nor harder ſtil 
that they ſhou'd-not know. who theſe Invaders of their Unchrifi. 
ftian Liberty are; who by being thus conceal'd from their know- 
ledge, are ſecur'd from gheir Revenge, and ſo they cannot make 
them feel the Eftets of their Indignation and Reſencment! 

But our Magiſtrates it ſeems are of another Mind, and ſee no 
unreaſonable Severity in this method of proceeding. And indeed 
the Sin of Common'Swearing mult be fo haceful ro all good Men, 
that to ſupprels it /they cannot judge any rhing ſevere, if but - 
greeable even to Rigorous Fuſtice, But Private Informations & 
gainſt Swearers, are very juſt, and highly expedient and neceſſary: 
they very much-promore the end of the Law, yet are njuriows 
to none; nay even they who are moſt frequently -puniih'd by 
them, have no good reaſon to deſire that the practice ſhou'd: be 
otherwiſe. All which I {fall now endeavour to prove. 

_ Firſt, Tam to ſhew that Private Informations againſt Commun 
Swearers are juſt. | 

Now that Pradtice. is juſt, whereby the end-of-an -Excellent 
Law is very much promoted, yet none at all i1jur'd nor wrong. 
And ſuch is the PraCtice of Private Informations, For is the Per 
ſon againſt whom the /xformatzon is given, Guilty of the Crime, 
with which he is charg'd 2 Then where is the wrong, if he be 
Diſcoyer'd and Puniſh'd for it ? Juſtice. requires that he ſhout 
not eſcape, and whither the formation be Publick or Private, 
provided it be true, he has no hardſhip to complain of :- He has 
Committed a very Heinous Sin ; and is he wrong'd, _— he 
ſutters 


0 


ſuffers:rhe Penalty of the Law 2 And indeed it 'is notorious thar 
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they who are loudeſt in their Complaints againſt Privare Infor- 
mations, are the moſt Criminal, they who are ofteneſt and always 


juſtly puniſh'd. The true cauſe of their Anger, is the Penalty 


they ſuffer, che manner of the /«formation only a prertence. Let 
them Swear on and take no notice of their Oaths, and rhey will 
be very modeſt in their Cenſures, of Private Informations. 

[ ſuppoſe chen ir will be granted rhat Private /nformations ate 
juſt, if they are true. Thar which makes an /rformation unjult, 
is the falſhood of ir. And whither /»formatzons ſhou'd be Publick 
or Private, is rather a Conſideration of Expediency than Fuſtice. 
There are ſome Caſes in which Private Informations ought nor to 
be allow'd, therg are others in which they are highly neceſſary. 
The reaſon why'in moſt Caſes I»formations ought to be Publick, 
is toprevent and diſcourage Perjury and Revenge. For it all Informa- 
tions were to be Private, and the Informers never known. nor pu- 
niſh'd (whenthey deſerv'd it) then no Man coud be ſecure either 
of his Fortune or his Life. Bur if none of theſe ill Conſequences 
can attend Private Informations againſt Swearing, if they are no 
Encouragement to Wi{ful Perjury, and ar the ſame time are high- 
ly neceſlary to ſuppreſs that Sin, which is the Original Cauſe of 
moſt Perjuries, taking off all Reverence for GOD, and an Oath ; 
if the Caſe be 1o, then | rhink ſuch Private Informations are very 
free from Injuſtice. 

Now to be Convinc'd of this, Iwou'd have you conſider, that 
whoever knowingly Perjures himſelf to Injure another, muſt be 
ſuppos'd to do ir, either to procure ſome Temporal Advantage, 
or to prevent ſome great Ev, or to gratifie his Faflion ot Revenge, 
|r argues-the moſt Uncharitable Savage Temper ; to believe thar 
any Man will go dehberarcly abour the Sin of Perjury,wichoutany 
Motive, Indacement, or Temptation: Tuoac he wiil atthe fame 
timediſhonour GOD, wrong his Neighbour, and contract the 
Guiltof a very Heinous Sin himſclf,and yer gratifie no Paſſion by 
it, neirher excite any hope of Reward, nor remove any fear of 
Puniſhment, nor calm any Violent Releatment. * And yer this 
is really the caſe, with rcſpe&t to Private Informations againſt 
; SWearing. 
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Swe:ring. The Informers are to have no ſhare, in what the Swear 
ers areforc'd ro pay. Nor are the Magiſtrates further concern'd; | 
than to Execute the Law. The Money is wholly for the uſe of the 
Poor. * Nor can the Poor be wrong'd, of what they are thus In, 
titld to, unleſs there be a Confederacy of the Informers and Ma. 
giftrates, of the Miniflers, Charch-Wardens, and Over-ſeers of the 
Poor to do it. And as none are tempted by Rewards to Perjure 
themſelves, neither ace they mov'd by Fear. They ſuffer no Penal. 
o if they do not Ivform; none will be angry if they forbear, bur 
ey Will be ſure of Hatred if they do. Tis true, there is one- 
ſort of Fear has ſome influence upon them. And thar is the Fear 
of the Great GOD of Heaven. They 'are under too great an 
Awe of that Infinite Beeing, not to bring thoſe ro Puniſhmenc who 
dare Prophane his Name. Then as to Revenge that can never be 
a motive with our Zvformers, to be Guilty of Perjury; having na 
Perſonal acquaintance with maſt of thole, againſt whom they do 
Inform, and having never receiy'd the leaſt Iyury from them. 
Some I know will be apt ro ſay, that many even 7rue Informa- 
tions procced from Malice and Reſentment, from Quarrels and 
a. Revengeful Spirit. And certainly of all Men, Common Swear. 
ers have moſt reaſon to believe, that rhey will meet with the 
Eflets of other Mens Diſplealure, ſince they muſt be Conſcious 
to themſelves, that by their Rage and Paſſion they have often nor 
only affronced GOD, bur provok'd their Neighbour: And no 
Man will pity them, if this be ſometimes their own caſe; nor 
can that be Condemn'd as Revenge, which goes no farther chan 
the Execution of a juſt and reatonable Law. Bur there is no 
great ground among us, for this Uncharicable Obſervation, the 
moſt Diligent Informers being freeſt from Revenge, and who wilh 
the Guilty Perſons no greater harm, than Repentance and Refor- 
mation. Yet ſuppoſe it ſhou'd be fo, that Malice or Revenge 
were at the Bottom of ſome Informations ; of ſuch every good 
Man will ſay (witlr St. Paul in another caſe) ſo Swearing be ſup- 
preſs'd whither it be done out of Strife or good Will, I do rejoice, yea 
and will rejoice. Phi. 1. 15. | 
*Tis true, when a Mans Life or Eſtate is at Stake. it is _ 
nable 
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nable he ſhou'd be Publickly Try'd and Confronted wid bas 
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Accuſers,and ir is a great Excell in one Law, that it r&quires 
ſuch Publick Tr = ſo that ys þ- ſhall be Condemn'd} with- 
our being allow'd to make his Defence. Bur when a Pecaniary 
Mul&t is all the Puniſhment-ro be inflicted on a Swearer, for a 
Sin hateful ro GOD and Man, he is incitled ro no ſuchFavour. 
Fhe Laws againſt Swearing are juſt, which in other Caſes wou'd 
ſeem ſevere. 'That Sin has no 'T tion to.Extenuate its Guilt, 
and therefore the. utmoſt Rigour of the Law, is but too gentle a 
Puniſhment for it. And indeed it is very plain that out Law-Makers 
deſign was, that Swearers ſhou'd be treated after another manner 
than molt other Criminals ; becauſe by the Statute againſt Swearing, 
the Oath of one Perſon is ſufficient ro make:thew lyable, ro the 
Penalty of it. And that it was their intention that the Informers 
ſhou'd in many caſes be kept fecret ; at leaſt that a diſcretionary 

wer ſhou'd be lodg'd in the Magiſtrate to conceal them, when 

faw a reaſonable cauſe of to doing, we have reaſon to believe 
from hence, becauſe they cou'd not but foreſee, that the conſtanc 
diſcovery of the Ivformers, muſt needs diſcourage many from Zx- 
forming, and prove a great Obſtruction ro the due Execution of 
the Law, if not render it entirely uſcleſs. Beſides, Private Infor- 
mations, are much more allowable againſt Swearing, than in any 
other Caſe that can happen. For he who forms againſt a Swear- 
er, proceeds upon very different motives, from thoſe-who [form 
againſt Felons or Traytors, or are Witneſſes: in Diſputes betwixc 
particular Men. In caſes of Felexy, thoſe who are injur'd, Pro- 
lecute the Felow, and ſpare neither Expence nor Trouble, to'find 
out the Truth. They will invite Men to a Diſcovery, by Pro- 
polals- of Reward, and can compel thoſe ( who may be other- 
wiſe unwilling) to declare upon Oath what they know. And 
the ſame Methods are taken in all Diſputes at Law. In Caſes 
of Treaſon, Honours, Prefermients and Eſtates are promis'd, and 
liberally beſtow'd to Encourage Informations. And 'tis neceſlary 
it ſhou'd be ſo, the publick ſafery being ſo nearly concern'd. Bur 
they who Inform againſt Swearers, have no-Rewards ro Temp 
them, nor are they compell'd by: any Fears. From Men they 
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do. And are ated only by a Generous Zeal, for the Honour ang 
Servioe of GOD. 

"Tis hard, I confeſs, if not impoſſible, for Laws to be ſo con- 
triv'd,” bur ſome way or other they may be perverred and abug'd, 
but-in the Caſe now before us, I think the Queſtion is not, 'whi- 
cher ever an Innocent Perſon was miſtaken and accus'd as Guilty: 
But which ſort of [uformations, Publick or Private, is attended 
with the worſt Contequences, and clog'd with the moſt Inconye. 
niencies ? Whither it be not better and more Expedient, to have 
Swearing ſuppreſs'd by Private Informations, though it ſhou'd 
happen through Inadvertency and Errour, that once in an' Agg, 
one who was not Guilty of that Sin, ſhou'd be Accus'd and 
Puniſh'd, as if he had been Guilty: Or an former ſhou'd be 
acted by unwarrantable Principles, or ſome bale Paſſion 2 Thian 
by obliging Magiſtrates always to diſcover the /xformers, to have 
the main end'of fo good a Law, againſt a Siz to Heinous,- and 
yet ſo prevailing, in a great meaſure defeated > And this leads 


-me in the 


Second place, To ſhew that Private Informations are not'only 
Fauſt, but highly Expedient and Neceſſary, And they are ©, 

I. Becauſe Private Informations lay greater reltraints upon 
Swearers, than they wou'd otherwiſe be under. . Men will be 
afraid to Swear in Publick, when they do not know bur ſome 
preſeat may Iyform againſt them, yer they never know who they, 
are. . Now the End of Laws is rather to hinder Men from doing 
Evil, than to Puniſh them for it. And if this be better anſwer'd 
by Private Informations, than it cou'd be were they {till ro be 
Publick: If they make Men timerous and reſery'd, and very cau- 
tious how they openly Blaſpheme GOD, ſince they cannot be 
ſure, bur ſome Informers tho «unknown, are preſent: Does not 
all rhis ſhew the Expediency and Neceſſity, of ſuch Private In 


formations? *Tis true, thepreſence of.GOD ſhou'd havea ſtrong- 
'er Influence upon us, than of the whole World, and his Judg- 


ments ſhou'd be dreaded more, then all that Man can do. But 


| ſince we find it otherwiſe, our Laws muſt be accordingly con- 
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triy'd and executed; thar —_ are ſo Impious, as notto be 
afraid of "Heaven, may yer be kept under all poſlible reſtraints 
by Men. s 

"Second! y, Private Tufermations are neceſſary, becauſe they 'ſe- 
cure the Iuformers, fromthe Rage and Infſulrs, of Malicies and 
Revengeful Men. For what reaſon can Swearers have, with fo 
much Eagerneſs and Paſſion, to deſire ro know who Hnform'd a- 
gainſt them ? Can it be any other, than that they may Study 
how to be: Reveng'd of them, for what they judge a great Injury, 
tho in reality. a great Favour. Now that which makes Swearers fo 
Inquiſitive after formers, ſhou'd - make Magiſtrates conceal 
them. The Prudence and Zeal of the! oxe, / ſhou'd be a ſecurity 
againſt the Malice of the other.. And ſurely all-Laws ſhou'd beſo 
contriv'd, that they who are Zealous for the Execution of them, 
may not ſuffer by 'ir. And ſince they who yform againſt Swear- 
ing, reap no Temporal Advantage thereby, can it be reaſonable 
ro expole them to Ihfamy, and Shame;'and-Ruin. Which wou'd 
be unayoidable, if rheyavete commonly kfiown. 

* And:char it wou'd be fo, will appear. very evident if we con- 
ſid t is notorious to all, that they who are moſt Zealous in 
pre earing by ccnſtant »formations, - ate of the lower Rank 
of Mankind, who ſupport their Families; by Induſtry and con- 
ſtant Labour: But that they who are moit Guilry, and moſt 
commonly Puniſh'd, are conſiderable for their Scations and . For- 

nes, or formidable for their United Numbers: - As Officers of 
the Army and Soldiers; many Gentlemen of Quality and Eſtates, 
with their Servants and Dependants, Now can it-be reaſonable 
to expoſe Poor Men to the Hatred and Revenge of thoſe, who 
are too Wicked to conſider rhe good Deſign oMoſe who 

Informd againſt them; and too powerful not ro be able, ro 
do: them Miſchief, to Blacken their 'Repurations, and ro Rujn 
taeir Fortunes, and it is well-if they fpare their Lives ? So that 
to diſcover all who /yform againſt Swearing, wou'd be a Cruelty 
equal ro' that of the Primitive Perſecutors, Who cover'd the un- 
happy Chriſttans, with the Skins of Wild Beaſts, and then turn'd 
Dogs and Lyons looſe upon them. And is it hot a Melancholy 
thing 
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thingto conlider, that if Private Ioformations be lay'd aſide;/ 
: mult cither negle& a neceſfary Duty, let Wickedad 
go 0.4 and enlarge ats Conquelts; or if it does oppoſe it, thaff 
rutwche hazard of being undone with his Family. | 
e, every Man ought to diſcharge his Duty, what ev 
may be the Conſequences of his doing fo. But we know, ai 
ought to. conſider, that many good Men are Timerous in che 
Natures, or Low in their Fortunes. Men may be good Chrifh, 
ans, ' though not qualified to be Martyrs for Religion. 
may have great Zeal againſt Vice, yet be unwilling openly4y 
albrnd fille Poverty and Dilpeace, And cherelace we my 
ikely ufter Poverty grace. ore We my 
reaſonably hape, that our Magiſtrates will have ſuch a nia 
Humane Nature, as to conſider Mens Practice, as well as theiy 
Duty : What it is probably they will do, as well as whar iy 
ſtrifncs they ought to do : And that the Infolent Clamours)gf 
thoſe who are Angry, that they may not ſtill Swear, as former 
ly without controul, will not hinder them from ſo managing: & 


formatiags, that none may be diſcourag'd nor afraid togive'thiub 
which is hardly poſſible, unleſs the aformers be mn 
But Prrvate Informations are ſo far from being Uujuſt | 


ſonable, that in the Third aud Laſt place, they who ſuffer mol} 
by them, have no reaſon to deſire that the Practice ſhou'd be 
otherwiſe. And that for theſe Two Reaſons. | 
Firfl, Becauſe Private Informations ſecure the Swearer who 
Puniſh'd, ,from che Temptation of adding Revenge to Prophss 
neſs, and aggravating one Heinous Sin, by the addition of 
nother. A, good Man is glad to be Ignorant of thoſe who have 
done himl'Wrongs, that ſo the Charitable Temper of his _ 
and Peace Of his Soul, may not be alrer'd nor diſturb'd. 
what ever the Swearer may think, in the preſent violence. of bis 
Paſſion, yer it is a real Kindneſs in the Magiſtrate to bis 
the Dark, and he.himſeif will be effeRually convinc'd of this in 
the End. He will find in his Oarhs alone, ſufficient marrer: fr 
a bitter Repentance, without rhe additional Guilt of Revenggz « 
if he Dyes without Repentance, his Curſes will of _ 
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[atitle him to that Damnation he has ſo often Imprecated ſhim- 
ſelf; and his Torments will be great enough, without the” load 
of another Sin, to encreafe them. . 
Secondly, Becauſe Private Informations (_ as was ſaid before ) 
do better reſtrain Men from Swearing, than can be -d any 
other Prafticable way. And can it be a valuable Advant#Þe to 
* Men of Reaton, that they may Swear as without any reverence 
for GOD, ſo without any fear of Puniſhment from Men } Can 
they be fond of the Nauſeous Liberty of being'as Prophane as 
they pleaſe 2 Have nor many Men reaſon ro Bleſs GOD, that 
they were afraid, or aſham'd to do many things, to which they 
were violently prompted by the Fury of their Paſſions ? And can 
any Man in his cool Thoughts be Angry, that there are Laws 
made to hinder him from being a Blaſphemer himſelf, and Infeet- 
ing others with his Crimes 2 So Mad-men think themſelves 
Wiſe, and are enrag'd at their Confinement. © Bur when. reſtord 
co their Reaſon, they. Bleſs the Hands thar Bound 'them and 
prevented rhe Violent Effects of their Diſtemper. "And ſo will 
is. be with Swearers, When they are ſo happy as to be reclaim'd 
change their Oaths and Curles, . inro Prayers and 
ay the moſt harden'd of chem all, will on their Deach- 
' Beds Mer cheir Language, and wilkgprich all the Horrors of De- 
pairing Wretches, that the Laws againſt Swearing had been more 
Severe , and Executed with greater Rigour, and that fome 
his Blood rather than his Money, had been the Penaley 'of 
ery Oath. 
In ſhort then, Private Informations againſt Swearing ace Juſt, 
ſo long as they are True, and I never heard of any that were 
,otherwiſe, of any that were Falſly Maliciouſly and he And 
it is hardly poſſible they ſhou'd ; no Man being leaſt 
Temptation, to be Guilty of ſuch a Rorrid Sin. Private In- 
formations are expedient and neceſſary, becauſe by them the 
end of ie Law is beſt anſwer'd and oted ; withour them 
many wou'd be Guilty of Swearing, wh fire reſtrain'd from 
it, apd _ are Guilty, wou'd Puniſhment. Good 
Men wou'd BE laid open to rhe Hatred of many, and Contempt 
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Of mere: And they who are puniſh'd for Swearing, ſuffer ng. 
things by the Privacy of the Informations, but thar they canngt 
grati ie their Revenge. v 

Having thus I hope ſhewn the Dury of forming againſt Vice 
and no and Vindicated the PraCtice of Private Inform 
tions Tainſt Swearing, I now ar lengrh proceed ro my | 

Fourth.and Laſt Particular, which is to offer ſuch Motives, u 
are proper to, excite and confirm our Zeal, that fo we may k 
Zealouſly Aﬀetted always in the good thing, about which we ought 
to be engag'd. | 

And certainly if all the Arguments of both Worlds .can con- 
vince us, if our moſt yaluable Intereſts can awaken our Aﬀedh- 
ons, or the beſt Examples can inflame our Zeal: If che molt 
Honourable Employment can work on our Ambition, osthe 
greateſt Dangers quicken our Fears If we have any concern for 
the happinels of the Church, and wou'd remove thoſe difterew- 
ces, Which haye broken its Unity, and diſturb'd its Peace. If 
we wou'd.enjoy the trueſt Delights which are to be had beloy, 
and be intitled ro extraordinary degrees of Glory above : 
arc deſirable things, and can make any Impreſiions | 
all combine to excite and confirm our Zeal, in ſuppre ice 
and Prophanels, and promoting a through Reformation of Manners 
in every Rank among us. 

Bur che better to excite and confirm both your Zeal and my 
own, I ſhall inſiſt particularly on theſe things, and therefore <> 
rreat you with me to conſider. 

Firſt, .7hat it is impoſſible we ſhou'd Love GOD, and be ſincere in 
the Prattice of Religion, without being . Zealouſly Afﬀetted againf 
Vice and "Prophaneſs, and vigorouſly bent on the extirpation of it: 
For withowErhis Zeal nothing elſe we can perform, will be a tuff- 
cient Proof of the ſincerity of our Love ro GOD. Being juſt 
our Dealings, and bountitul ro the Poor, Temperate ang Sober, 
conſtant Hearers of GOD's Word, and conſtant Gul ar his 
Table, none of*rhalſ&arc not only becauſe theſe Duries'muy 
be perform'd, and yetthe Love of GOD be the mggive of vnogt 


be aceopted 
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of them; but chiefly becaule the like actions will 
in any Parallel Caſe. 
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Thus for Example, Do 7 profeſs Friendſhip for another Man ? 
To convince him of its truth and reality ir is not enough”rhat I 
ſhew him all ourward Marks of Honour and-Eſteem ; that '' treat 
him with che molt endearing Careſſes,and always expreſs my ſelf 
to his Advantage. For ifnotwithſtanding all this, I can hear him 
Slander'd without ſhewing ſome Reſentment, and that by thoſe 
who know I proteſs to be his Friend: If I can filently liſten ro Ma- 
licious Aſperſions on his Credit, yer make no attempts to Vindi- 
cate his Fame : If I am privy to a Deſign whereby his Life or 
Fortune may be endanger'd , or his Reputation blaſted; and yer 
never diſcover it to him, uſe no endeavours to prevent it: If all 
this I cando, and yer aſſume the ſacred Name of Friend, my Pre- 
rentions are falſe and diſguis'd, and Zypecrite is my trueſt Title. 

Are theſe the Rules and Meaſures of our Friendſhip ro Men, 
and will GOD accept our Love on any lower Terms? Dare we 
ſay we Love GOD, and yet can patiently hear his Being and 
Providence Diſown'd, His Word Ridicul'd, and His Glorious 
Name Prophan'd 2 No 'tis plain there muſt be a want of true 
Love to GOD in the Soul, when little or none appears on the 
moſt neceſſary occaſions, then when his Honour and Service 
call Ae moſt publick expreſſions of : Let me fee any Man 
near ſo much mov'd when GOD is- Diſhonour'd in his preſence, 
as he wou'd be, ſhou'd any prefſume to Reflet on the Memory 
of his Dead Father, and then I will not ſuſpe&R ſincerity of his 
Love. 

Beſides, whatever Religions Actions we may our ſelves per- 
form, can never without this Chriſtian Zeal againit Prophaneſs and 
Vice, procced from Right Principles ; from worthy Apprehenfions 
of che Nature and PerfeQtions of GOD, His Infinite Wiſdom, Pow- 
er and Goodneſs, Forrheſe Principles do equally incline us to ſup- 


preſs Wickedneſs in others, as to be Pious and Virtuous our 


ſelves. Thus do I, for Example, Love GOD becaule of his Good- 
nels? That muſt needs move me very powerfally ro Hate Sin, 
which is the greatelt Contradiction to-thar Goodneſs ; and whar 
I paſſionately Hate I will labour ro deſtoy. Do I with the Hu- 
mility becoming a Creature; Reverence GOD's Word, and Adore 

G is 
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jieRted of GOD as mere pretence and ſhew, as ſo many laltan- 


(42) 
his Nume 2 Then I cannot hear both theſe Impiouſly Prophan'd 
bur { vng Reſentments will ariſe in my Mind. And therefore 
if it | otherwiſe with us, we have caule to ſuſpect our {elyeg, 
and may juſtly fear, that all our other Acts of Service, how ex 
att lo eyer we may be in the performance of them, will be re. 


ces of Religious Deccir. 

Bur farther, we know rhat true Pzety is ever attended with 
preat Charity and Compaſſion for the Souls of them. And iadeed 
it cannot poſlibly be orherwiſe. For the more we Love GOD, 
( that is, the more truly Pious we are ) the more ſhall we be like 
Him, the nearer approaches ſhall we make to his Nature, But 
now Love to Mankind, is che moſt Glorious Attribute of the 
Deity, and doing «s Good, is his moſt Delightful Work : For Hap- 
pincis he Creared us, and fent his Son co put us into a Capaci- 
ry of Bliſs and Glory. Surely chen if we Love GOD in ſincerity, 
thoſe who are the declar'd Objects of his Love, mult be fo ef 
Ours. Their Happineſs we will conſulr, and ſpare no pains to 
deliver them from Deſtruction. He who Loves GOD linceraly, 
and ſerves him faichfully, muſt nceds be ſealibly rouch'd to ce 
a Creature endu'd with a rational Narurc, and a Soul rhaths Im- 
mortal, that yer does neither. A Wicked Man he pitics mol, 
and with great reaſon elteems him the moſt Unhappy of Mw 
kind; not an unfortunate Wretch broken upon the Wheel is 6 
miſerable, ſince the moſt exquiſite Temporal Torments, bear ao 
proportion to Everlaſting Burnings. | 

Chriſtianity is a Generous Inſtitution, and inſpires us with 2 
Charitable Concerx for the Happineſs of others ; as the great end 
of it is to. qualifie us for the Society of Angels hereafter, © 
where it is allow'd to exert its Power, it gives us ſomewhate 
their Divine Temper here, makes us endeavour after the Conver- 
fron of Sinners, and railes ſtrong and laſting Joy in our Soub, 
whenever it is effe&ted. And can that-Man be cſteem'd a (iw- 
cere Chriſtian, who has no regard for his Brothers Eternal Hap 
pineſs? Who will not labour co ſtop the progreſs of a Contagi 


ous Vice, and thereby prevent the Ruin of many Souls? - 
im 
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him pretend what he will to prove that he Loves GON, it is 
all Hypocriſie and Diſguile; for it is a Truth Wrifzen in 
Heaven, as well as Recorded in Scripture, That he who Ly ves was 
his Brother whom he has ſeen, can never Love GOD whom 1c has 
wot Jeen. 
fo what a Melancholly Surprize will ic be to many, when 
at the Laſt Day the Great Judge of the World, ſhall bid them 
depart from him, notwithſtanding all their Pompous Devotions, 
and Gawdy appearances of Religion? And that becauſe the 
were not Zealouſly Aﬀetted againſt Vice, and did not Induſtriouly 
promote Reformation of Manners? Becaule they labour'd not to re- 
trieve the decay'd Spirit of Chriſlianity, and were Negligent and 
Indifferent when the Cauſe of Religion was at Stake ? And what 
yarious Paſſions of Indignation, of Grief and Shame muſt diſtract 
ſuch unhappy Souls, when che Son of GOD ſhall thus Expoſty- ' 
late with them 2 © Can ye hope to dwell witt” me, for whom 
« you never had any true Honour, whoſe Cauſe you did nat 
* Plead, whoſe Intereſt you did not Elpouſe > Can you ſay you 
© fincerely Lov'd me, when you declin'd my moſt Neceſiary $cr- 
* yice,the Puniſhment of Vice, and Advancement of Piety 2 What tho 
* you did not Prophane my Name your ſelves, yet others you 
* cou'd hear do it with a Smile: And did rather Encourage than 
« Suppreſs that Sin 2 And ſince through your want of Zeal, ma- 
* ny eſcape that Puniſhment, which their Lewdnels delerv'd, is 
** it not reaſonable that you ſhou'd ſhare in cheir Torments, as 
* you contributed towards their Guile > Therefore you muſt hgue no 
* Honour from me, whom you did never Honour : And iecing you 
*in cfte&t Deny d me upon Earth, by neglecting my Service, 
* Juſtice requires that you thou'd be diſown'd by me tor ever. 
And what Reply ſhall tach unhappy Sinners be able ro make 

to Infinite Tuftice, when thus Arraign'd before Angels and Mea ! 
Muſt they not. be {truck with filent Horcours at the Charge, and 
Agonies of Soul too big to be utrerd ? Bur if chey pretume to 
ſpeak at all, their Language mult be made-up of Gualry Acknow- 
ledgements : They muit own the Juſtice, even when chey begin 


to feel the leyerity of their Sentence. 
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Seemdly, Another Motive to excite and confirm our Zeal in the 
good t.*ings abour which it ought to be engag'd, ſuppreſſing Publick 
Vice, a promoting Reformation of Manners ; is the contideration 
of its being the moſt Fonourable Service wherein we can be em 
ploy'd. A Service of the greateit Dignity and Glory. 

!n other Caſes the Worth and Greatneſs of the Perſon, to whom 
the Service is pay'd, renders it Honourable. Thus to be intruſt. 
cd with the molt Weighty Afﬀairs of our Prince and Country, to 
Execute the Laws, and Encounter the Enemies of both, is what 
Ambitious Men are ſtill aſpiring after, and wherein they place 
their Glory and their Happineſs : But now in this reſpect, no 
Service ſo Honourable as Oppoſing and Suppreſſing Immorality and 
Prophaneſs. It is the immediate Service of GOV himlelf, of the 
Supreme King and Governour of the World, before whom all 
Earthly Princes are as nothing. Whoſe Tranſcendent Nature 
nothing can comprehend, and who dazles all the Angels with the 
Brightneſs of his Glory. | 

Again, does the Excellency of thoſe who are employ'd in any 
Service render it Honourable: Then none ſo Honourable as this 
Iris at once the work and delight of Angels, and the Heavenly 
Hoſt eſteem ir their Priviledge and Glory. For wherein conſiſts 
the employment of the Miniſtring Spirits of Heaven > But in 
their being the Inſtruments of GODU's Juſtice in Puniſhing his Ene- 
mies, the Inſtruments of his Mercy in Rewarding his Ser- 
vants 2 In their reſtraining us from Sin by their powerful Influ- 
ence, and awakening us to Repentance by unſeen ways Thoſe 
happy Beings that are above, whither Angels, or. the Spirits of 
Juſt Men made perfect, are all Zealous of our Reformation : They 
Pray for our Repentance,they Rejoice at our Converſion,and long 
for our Society. Andevery Pious Soul that arrives ſafely among 
chem, encreaſes their Raptures, and adds new ſtrength and fer 
Vour to their Praiſes. And is notthat a Glorious Service, where: 
by we Cooperate with the Holy Angels. And mult not our be- 
ing thus employ'd in the Work of Angels, be an excellent Pre- 
parative for their Converſation ? 

Laſtly, The more uſeful any Service is, the more Honourabl 
it 
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ir ſhou'd be eſtzem'd> Thus they who have 'been Authors of 
any great Good to the World, have been highly Honour'd while 


Alive, and when dead have been Ador'd. But what Services fo 
uſeful as this > What way can we do ſo much good to Mankind, 
2s by bringing Obſtinate Offenders co Puniſhment, and removing 
Infectious Examples 2 - As by extirpating Vice, and promoting 
Piery and Virtue? As by averting the Wrath of GOD, and 
{moothing the way to Heaven'? 

Let us not then be aſham'd of our Great Maſters Service, but 


- Praiſe him for the Honour it confers upon us ; and while others 


Glory in their Wiſdom, their Riches or their Might, which are all 
Imperfect, Tranſient and Vain, if we Glory ar all, ler it be in 
this, chat we are allow 'd the priviledge, and inſpir'd with Grace, 
to be employ'd in our Heavenly Fathers Bufineſs. 

Thirdly, Another Motive to excite and confirm our Zeal againſt 
Prophaneſs and Vice, is the conſideration of thoſe many and Excellent 
Examples which recommend it. And indeed we find none in the 
Holy Scripcures Eminent, for their Piety and Virtue, who were 
nor equally remarkable for their Zealous Endeavours againſt Im- 
piety and all ſorts of Wickedneſs. X 

Noah was not only a Workcr but Preacher of Righ- 2 Pet. 2. 5. 
teouſneſs ; and of Lot it is ſaid, that, his Righteous Soul *** 7: © 
was vexed with the Sodomites filthy Converſation. How 
was Moſes Tranſported at the [iraclites Idolatry 2 His Ex. 32. 19 
uſual Mcekneſs ijeem'd to have foriaken him, his Anger 
waxed hot, and he caſt the Tables out of his Hands, and 
brake them beneath the Mount. Phineas's Zeal is Re- Numb. 25, 
corded to his Honour, it ſtop'd rhe Raging Peſtilence, *'» 12» 13- 
and Calm'd the Anger of an licenſed GOD. Holy w#ſal. 106. 
David expreſſed his Zeal, in great Variety of Paſlions, 3* 
it appear'd in his Hatred, his Joy, and in his Grief. /» 
bis Hatred: I have Hated the Congregation of the Wick- 7/4. 26. 5 
ed, and will not fit among the Ungodly. In his Joy : 1 Pſal. 122. 1. 
was glad, ſays he, when they ſaid unto me, we will go in- 
to the Houſe of the LORD. He was glad to fee Picty prevailing 
among others, and that the Morion of going to the Houſe ofthe 
LORD 


+ '- E 


—_ _ 


g -—_ 


cod, G4 Dee BOG OR BREAST HE Et nr ES 


— — 
= 


__ 


"= a.m ..- 
Obes 


(46 
LORD ſhou'd come from any beſides himſelf. Bur the greatneſ 
of h's Zeal chiefly ſhew'd it ſelf in his Grief, a truly Zeal 
Mai: meeting with many more occaſions of Sorrow, . than Joy 

rom others: ' And therefore the Pſalmiſts Language 
P/4l. tiy. is ſometimes very Mournful ; Rivers of Waters rn 
e- down mine Eyes, becauſe they keep not thy Law. And 
verj. 158. again. 7 beheld the Tranſgreſſors and was grieved, be. 

1 King. 18, cauſe they kept not thy Word. How Zealous was Eli. 

jah againſt 7dolatry > He boldly Reprov'd the King 
of 7ſrael, and deſtroy'd the Prieſts of Baal, rho he was no 
Stranger to Fezabels Revengeful Spirit. Nay he appeal'd to GO) 
himſelf rhat he had been very Zealous for the LORD GOP 

Neb. 13.15. of offs, Nehemiah is a Noble Example of Zeal and 
Xe, , Courage, fit for all Chriltians, but chiefly Magiſtraty 

to follow; He Contended with the Great Men of Judah, 
for Prophaning the Sabbath He did not modeſtly paſs by their Fauls, 
out of reſpect co their Quality, nor gently rouch, as if afraid 
hurt them ; but oppos'd all abuſes of the Sabbath, with gren 
Zeal and Reſolution, and art laſt eftectually ſuppreſs'd rhem, tho 
very general and prevailing, | 

The ime wou'd fail me to mention all the Prophets, & Apoſtles; 
the Primitive Saints, Confeflors, and Martyrs, who have beech 
Eminent Examples of a fervent Zeal, who valu'd nor Eaſe, nor 
Fame, nor Life, ſo they might propagate the True Religion, and 
eftecually diſcourage Fmptety and Vice, A Zeal which Con- 
quer'd the World, and all the Powers of Darkneſs, to whichn& 
thing was too difficult to be done, nor too grievousro be ſuffer, 
in ſo Glorious a Caule. If we obſerve but the ſmgle inftance of 
St. Paul, we cannot without amazement Refle&t apon the ma- 
ny Perſecations, Calamries and Afictions ; the many Perils by 
Land and Sea, from his own Country-Men and Strangers, from 
open Encmies, pretended Friends, and falte Brerhren, which tus 
Zeal 'embold'd him to meet, and enabl'd him to bear. 

Bur behold we have a greater Example of Foly Zeal thay he, 
and that is the Son of GOD, and Saviour ofthe World. It was 
Zeal for the Reformation and Happinets of the World, brongtt 
him 
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him down from Heaven, and expos'd him to Ao and Me 
ſery, and Diſgrace, here below : The ſame Holy Zee made, im 
boldly Reprove the Greatelt among Men, whilſt he famijarly 
Convers'd with the Meanelt ; made him Toil and Labour ard gy 
about doing Good, even to thole who made him the returns of Ha- 
tred, for his Good-Will. Our of Zeal for the True Religion he 
Unmask'd the Phariſees, and laid open their Hypocrifie, and 
brought upon himſelf che Hatred and Revenge, of that Malicious 
Diſſembling Sect. Nay his Zeal made him once lay aſide the 
Lamb, and with the Reſentment as well as Authority of an 
Offended Judge, Vindicate the Honour of GOD, by Scourging 
the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple. So that with great Juſtice, 
does the Evangeliſt .apply that Expreſſion of rhe. Plal- 

miſt to our LORD, rhe Zeal of thy Houſe, hath WD 2. 15. 
Eaten me up. 

But the moſt Stupcndous Inſtance of Divine Zed, is the Blel- 
{ed Jeſus, Dying to promote the Glory of GOD, and happineſs 
of Mankind. We Honour the Zea/ of rhole who are willing to 
undergo Trouble,and runa few Hazards for Rejigion What then 
ſhall we ſay of the Zea/ of our Bleſſed Sayiour z Zeal, which 
Nail'd him to the Croſs, and Shed his Blood, and mage him 
yield up the Ghoſt? Zeal which made bis Soul all Gloomineſs 
and Horror, depriv*d him of the uſual Manifeſtations of his Fq- 
thers Love, forc'd him to cry out that his GOD. had forſaken him, 
and in the bitrereſt Agonies of Soul and Body to expire. This was 
wonderful Zeal indeed, nay Zeal chat wants a Name, being be- 
yond our Expreſſions, and even too narrow Thoughts : Yet ſuch 
as ſhou'd ſtrongly engage us to the exacteſt Imitation we are ca- 
pable of, and turn our whole Soul into Flames of Zeal and Love 
for him, to whom we owe whatever we enjoy or liope for, who 
even lay'd down his Life for us, to Reſcue us from Miſery, and 
Intitle us to Erernal Glory. 

Such Examples of Zeal does the Word of GOD ſet before us, 
the beſt & greateſt we can have,even Patriarchs & Kings, Prophets 
and Apoſtles, and above all thc Grear Captain of our Salvation, the 
Holy Jeſus. And while we hayetheſe in view, can any of us be 
cold 


cold and indifferent in that Service, which is moſt acceptable tg 
GO), 'the Promotion of Religion, and Reformation of Manners } |n 
othe. Caſes Examples raiſe a-Generous Emulation, they give yg 
Courage to attempt the moſt difficult Undertakings, and Con. 
ſtancy co endure the greateſt Tryals : And ſhall this be the ſing 
Initance, in which we are not aſham'd to be out-done by all? Le 
us then bluſh and hang down our Heads, when we compare our 
own Slothfulneſs with the unweary'd Labours of others, and 
find our ſelves backward to meet with Difficulties and Danger, 
in a Service whercin ſo many haye chearfully Sacrific'd their 
Lives. 
But to theſe Primitive Examples, give me leave to add one of 
this preſent Age, ofa Perſon Eminent for the Greatneſs of her 
Station, much more for Piety and Goodneſs, whoſe Memo 
we all Honour,and whoſe Untimely Dearh we yet bewail, I mean 
our late Excellent QUEEN, whole Zeal tor Piety and Religion, 
ſcem'd to our-ſhine Her other Excellent Qualities. She was not 
Diverted by the Solicitudes of a Crown, trom negleCting any 
Religious Duty Her ſelf : Her Example Recommended Piety to 
the World, with all itz Native Charms: And in Her appear'd all 
the Majeſty of a Queen, with the ' Unaffeted Humility of the 
Devyoureſt Chriſtian. Nothing went nearer Her Heart, than that 
Immorality and Prophaneſs, She perceiv*d every where prevailing, 
and nothing with ſo much Joy did She Encourage, as what had a 
rendency towards Reformation of Manners. Of which I need give 
bur one Initance, the Countenance She gave the Soczeties for Rt 
* formation in England. For (as we learn froma very 
Pag. 8. 9. © Pious and Uſeful Book Intitled, An Account of the 
* Societies for Reformation of Manners, &c, ) having 
&« rhis Afﬀair laid before her, in the abſence ofthe King, by a Pre 
« late of Grear Learning and Fame, ( the late Lord Biſhop 
*« Worceſter) ſhe had juſt Sentiments ot it, and therefore thought 
* jt became her to give it Countenance: She Graciouſly conde/- 
«* cended to Thank thoſe who were concern'd in it, and readily 
* promiſed them her Aſſiſtance; and afrerwards upon Application 
* mace to her Majeſty,ſhe was pleaſcd to fend her Letter ro the 
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« Tyſtices of Middleſex, Commanding them to put the” Laws 
&« againſt Prophaneſs and Vice in Execution, with all Fidelity and 
« Impartiality : And to this end, that they ſhou'd be careful and di- 
« ligent in Encouraging all Perſons to do their Part,in giving Inform- 
« mations againſt Offenders,as they were obliged by their Oath, as Ma- 
« o;ftrates todo: And when there was further occaſion, ſhe 
« thew'd ſhe was in Earneſt to promote this Deſign, by taking 
« other more Efteftual Methods' for that purpoſe. 
« And ſhe took particular ſatisfaction, in thoſe other Page £6. 
« Societies of Religious Perſons, who meet to Pray, 
« Sing Pſalms, and Read the Holy Scriptures togerher ; and to 
« Reprove, Exhort and Edifie one another, by their Religious 
« Conferences ;ſhe enquired often and much about them,and was 
* olad they went on and prevailed. 
Such was the Hearty and AfﬀeCtionate Concern, ſuch were 
the Zealous Endeavours, of that Excellent Woman, to promote 
this great Work of Reforming a Wicked Age : Of her, who was the 
Glory and Ornament of her Sex and Crown ; who now enjoys 
the Reward of her Piety and Zeal, a Crown incorruptible and that 
fadeth not away. She eſtecm'd rhe Perſons who were principally 
concern'd in it, and approv'd of the Methods propos'd ro accom- 
pliſh it; and-is not her Approbation alone, a ſufficient Anſwer, 
to all the ObjeRions thar have been rais'd againſt it? Hers, 1 
ſay, whole Judgment and Prudence, were equal to Her Piety 
and High Condition ?; And ſhou'd nor fo Great, 1o Good an Ex- 
ample, engage Perſons of all Ranks and Qualities, to joy Vi- 
goroully in Proſecuting the ſame Deſign > Shou'd it nor eſpeci- 
ally Inflame che Zeal of Her own Sex, and Influence them to do 
all chat in them lzes, ro Check and Reſtrain Vice, to Encourage 
and Promote Picty and Virtue 2 

They Boaſted of Her ( and very juſtly ) while She Liv'd, 
they profeis a Veneration for Her very Name, now that She is 
gone; let them ſhew ir by Contributing whar they. can, to chat 
Noble Undertaking, wherein She exprels'd ſo much Satisfaction. 
And if they have but Zeal, they cannot want ways of exprel- 
ſing it to their own great Honour, and the benefit of the World. 
They 
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They may ſerve it by their Prayers, ( in the conſtancy and fer- 
vency whereof, we muſt own they uſually exceed us, ) and draw 
down"upon it the Bleſſings of Heaven, They can often with 
great 'Advantage Recommend it to others, and Engage Perſons 
of Power and Authority to Encourage it. And Laſtly, chey may 
do much towards Reforming the World, by a Prudent Management 
of their Families, by inſtillinggood Principlcs into their Children 
betimes, and making them in Love with GOD and Religion ; as 
alſo by a ſtrict and conſtant Inſpection, into the Lives and Man. 
ners of their Servants. 
" And if there necded any other Motive to excite their Zeal, af. 
ter mentioning the Example of our Excellent QUEEN. I wou'd 
deſire them to conſider, that one main Branch of that Publick 
Reformation of our Manners, which is attempred at this time, does 
directly tend to Vindicate the Credit of their Sex. They muſt be 
ſenfible, that ir ſuffers by thoſe Wrerched Creatures who are loſt 
to Shame, as well as Virtue: Thty know too well, that there 
have been ſome ſuch Inſtances, even among thoſe of more conſi- 
derable Rank, and that Honour and Wealth have been the Re. 
wards of a Scandalous Proſtitution ; and they cannot be Igno- ' 
rant what uncharitable Cenſures from the Obſervation of the 
Bad, have been paſs'd upon the Good and Virtuous. And muſt 
not ſuch Rejoice, when they ſee thoſe Wretches Paniſh'd, who 
' Diſhonour their Sex, as well as their Religion? They mult, they 
will expreſs their Abhorrence of a Strumper, let her Quality be 
never { High, and will leaye nothing unattempted, ro Baniſh 
ſuch from the Society of thole, who have any regard for Mo 
deſty and Virtue. So will they be Glorious Inſtruments ta Pro- 
moting Reformation of Manners, and ſhare with us, in the Ho- 
nour and Adyantage of ſo uſeful a Deſign i» this World, and ſhare 
with Her in Glory, whole Example I have been Recommending 
to them. 

Fourthly, Another Motive to excite and con.icm our Zeal a- 
gainſt Prophaneſs and Vice is this, Thar uw -./-2vours of 
Good Men in this Kingdom to Promote Reforn: 1: 13415, 
haye bcen highly applauded in England. Ci 'aid 
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of them there, and greater expected from them. This we Learn 
from ſeveral Hands, particularly the Book 1 already . 

Quoted, in theſe words. * The Endeavonrs of P80 23: 24. 
« theſe Gent/emen have not been-confin'd to this City 

« and XFingdom, but have extended as far as Ireland, where they 
« haye had an Influence, very litle, I think ro the Honour of 
« that Kingdom, from whence it had its Firſt. Riſe, of which 
© ſince a more particular account may be expected ; I may fatis- 
© fie my ſelf at preſent, with ſayingin gencral of my own Know- 
* ledge, that the 7ran/attions, of Reformation here, having been, 
'©* near Two Tears fince, laid before ſome few Perſons in reland, 
* 2nd moſt of- thoſe ( I muſt again obſerve ) Private Perſons, 
* and of the Lower Rank of Men, with proper conſiderations to 
* moye C'm to unite in the ſame Deſign, and Methods to purſue 
* it with Advantage, it determined them to engage, heartily in 
*it; and they have Proſecuted it with ſo much Vigour, thar 
* there are now ſeveral Soczeties for Reformation, in the City of 
©* Dullin ; Which I am aſſured by divers Accounts, that I have 
*in my Hands from thence, are ſpreading into leveral Parts of 


' *the Kingdom, and-are Encourag d by His Excellency the Earl 


* of Galway, one of the Lords Fuſtices of Ireland, The Right 
* Reverend rhe Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, many of the Clergy, and 
* the Beſt of the Magiſtrates and Gentlemen of thar City : In one 
* of which Soczeties, moſt of the Pariſh-Miniſters of Dublin, 1c- 
* ycral of the Pious Biſhops, particularly, the Celebrated Arch- 
* Biſhop, and divers other Perſons of Quality are Members ; fome 
* of which have ſhewn a Zeal, which if it prevail'd the Three 
* Kingdoms over, might ſoon produce a Glorious Reverie of the 
© Stare they arc now in, and which in lcfs than 7wo Tears ſpace 
© hath ſucceeded, \ tho not withour ſuch various Oppolitions, as 
* might be expected from Combinations of Bad Men ) to that 
* degree in Dublin, that the Prophanation of the Lords-Day, by 
* Tipling in Publick Houſes, by Exerciſing of Trade, and'Expo- 
* ſing of Goods to Sale, is almoſt ſuppreis'd ; that Lewd Women 
* are ſo ſtrictly enquired aſter, aitd ſeverely Puniſhed, that they 
© have Tranſported themiclves,as in England, to our Plantations ; 

H 2 ; * and 
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«.2nd that Swearing isſo run down, that an Oath is rarely heard 
* {1 their Streets; ſo that Publick Diſorders are remarkably Cuyed; 
« 2nd in ſhort, Fice is afraid and aſham'd to ſhew irs Head, witere 
«within a few Years paſt, it was Daring and Triumphant. 

This Account, Bleſſed be GOD,jis in the main true,and my De- 
ſign in mentioning it to you, is not to Pleaſe or Flatter you, by 
telling what you have done, but ro excite and ſpur. you on to 
double your diligence, and make it more apparent to the World, 
how anſiverable your Zeal is, to the CharaRter rhat has been 
publickly given of it. Commendations do generally improve, 
and nouriſh Virtue ; and will it not be baſe and diſhonourable, 
ſhou'd we hereafter fall ſhort of what is publiſh'd ro the Wotld 
concerning us ? Are our Magiſtrates and Clergy Commended, far 
diſcharging their Duty with ſo mach Zeal 2 And ſhou'd not thoſe 
among us Bluſh who are conſcious to themſelves, rhar they are 
Intitled to none of theſe Praiſes 2 Let us then reſolve not to loſe 
the Reputation we have already gain'd; leaſt it be hereafter as 
publickly declar'd of us, that for a while indeed we ſeem'd warm, 
and in earneſt againſt Yzce, but that our Firſt Fervours are gone, 
and we are unhappily reconcil'd to. our Old Sins; andare lyable 
to the Character of the Fooliſh Builders who began a good Work 
indeed, bur cou'd not bring it to an end. 

"Tis true, we ought no more todo a Good Action to be Praisd 
of Men, than we ſhou'ddo an Evil one, to avoid their Cenſures: 
And I truſt in GOD that your Zeal will never be Infeted with 
che leaſt mixture of Yain Glory. Yer juſt Praiſes are the Rewards 
of Virtue, and ſhow'd be ſo eſtcem'd. And it is our Duty noton- 
ly tobe ſincerely Religious, but open Advocates for Piery ; to ſtir 
up others by our Zeal, and ſo to let our Light ſhine before Men, 
that they may ſee our good Works, and Glorifie our Father which is 
in Heaven. 

I might mention, as another Motive, to cxcite and confirm 
your Zeal againſt Prophaneſs and Yice, the neceſſity of it, to aven 
the juſt Wrath and heavy Judgments of- GOD, and the reaſon 
we have to expe and dread them if Iniquity ſtill prevail: And 
that we can hope to eſcape them on no other Terms, than our 
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Endeavouring With great Induſtry and Sincerit to ſuppreſs 
all kinds of Wickedvefs F < 

The truth of this might be eaſily demonſtrated from the Word 
of GOD, and from the End and Reaſon of his Judgments ; this 
is moſt apparent from his Method of dealing with other Nations, 
of this we may be convinc'd from his dealings with our ſelves : 
But this has been fo fully inſiſted on,and largely prov'd by others, 
that I ſhall do no more than name it; And paſs on to a 

Fifth- Motrve, to excite and confirm our Zeal for Reformation 
of Manners, and againit all Prophane and Immoral Practices, 
namely, that we have reaſon to hope, that it may prove here- 
after an excellent means of Uniting the Eftabliſh'd Church, and 
the Difſenters ; and of Propagating the Reform'd Religion, among 
thoſe who are Strangers to it, and prejudic'd againſt ir. 

It will not be hereneedful to inquire into the Immediate Caul- 
es of our unhappy Diviſions,nor hall ] take up your time in La- 
menting the Mileries which have been, and (till are the conſe- 
quences of them. It concerns us much more to learn, how our 
Breaches may be Heal'd, and thoſe Wounds Cur'd, which have 
often-reduc'd our Religion to a very Languiſhing Condition, 

And they who have moſt ſeriouſly conſidered this matter, have 
with great reaſon obſery'd, that nothing will more allay our Heats 
and Animoſities ; nothing lay a better Foundation for a firm and 
laſting Union among Proteſtants, than our becoming Zealous and 
Attive againſt Vice and Prophaneſs. 

For Firſt, our jointly, endeayouring to beat down Publick 
Wickedneſs, muſt needs Unite the Aﬀections of all thole who 
are concern'd, in that Excellent Undertaking. We cannot but 
Love and Value all who have an Active Zeal for GOD and 
Religion, tho in ſome things, their Judgments may be. different 
from ours. 'There are Charms in Piety, which none can reſiſt, 
and if we Love GOD our ſelves, we muſt Love thoſe alſo who 
ſerve him in Humility and Sincerity of Heart, tho we may 
judge them miſtaken in things of leſſer Moment. Buc now Uni- 
ty of Aﬀection isa neceſſary Preparative for Unity of Judgment; 
and true Holy Zeal Unites the Minds, as well as Hearts = all 
thoſe 
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thoſdin whom it dwells. And if we go on to aſſiſt one another ig 
Suppreſſing Lewdneſs, Immorality and Prophaneſs, we will ſoon be 
convinc'd that diflerences of Opinion, about the circumſtances of 
Religion, when we agree in all the Eſſentials of it, ſhou'd neyg 
make us Hate and Calumniate one another. But that whatever 
our Sentiments, as to ſome particulars may be, we are Brethren 
and Fellow Chriſtians, Servants of the ſame Lord, Partakers gf 
the ſame Bleſſed Hope, and Heirs of the ſame Erernal Kingdom. 
That tho we differ in a lirrle in the Roads we take, yer we both 
dire&t our Courle, towards the ſame Heaven, whither they why 
are truly Pious, Humble and Sincere of both Parties, may hope 
ro arrive .ar laſt, and where without Contcoverſie or Diſpute, 
they ſhall for ever dwell:together, in the, protoundelſt Peace, and 
molt charitable Agreement. 

But as our being truly Zealous againſt Prophaneſs and Vie, 
has a natural tendency to Unite our Atie&ions, 1o in the Second 
place, it will convince us of the neceſſity of Uniting rogether, in 
Worlhip, and Sacraments, and every other way. For the more 
Zealous we are againit Vice, the more clearly will we ſee, the 
grcat Miichiefs which are caus'd by our Diviſions, the more 
fully will we be convinc'd, that rhey are the great Hindrances 
of a'General Reformation of Manners ; that the molt prevailing 
Vices and Impicties are owing to them, and that riil rhey be 
remov'd, Reformation may be with'd for, but can never bc- hap- 
pily Ettcctcd. 

For this is the great Popular Obje&ion, againſt our Religion, 
iniiſted on ſo much by the Enemies of Piecy, that there are fo 
many Partics among us, that they know not whom to cloſe 
with, and therefore will treat them all with equal Negle&t and 
Scorn. This is what tome. pretend to juitifie their Impiety, and 
is the real cauſe, why others are Prophane ; and cannot be-but 
a Stumbling Block to many weak Minds, Belides, Ditlentions 
in Religion, deſtroy Eccleliaſtical Diſcipline, and deprive Church 
Cenſures of their Force. They enfeeble the Civil Power, and 
compell Magiſtrates to Wink ar great Irregularities. They diſtra& 
Private Families, and ſeparate the neareit Relations. Where they 
prevail, 
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yail, the State is ſeldom free from Tumultuous DiſorderCnor 
the Church from numerous Hereſfies and Schiſms without end. 
And in ſhort, they naturally lead to the Subverſion of all ſober 
Religion, all Peace and Order. Nay our Diviſions, not only 
cauſe moſt of our Diltempers, bur hinder our Cure, they weaken 
the Hands, and obitrudt the Endeayours of thoſe, who are Zea- 
lous for Suppreſlſing Publick Vices. For he muſt be a Stranger to 
Humane Nature who does not know, that ſo long as there are le- 
parate Parties,there will be ſeparate Intereſts, and that many will 
Proſecute their particular Deſigns,to the' prejudice of the common 
cauſe of Religion. One Party will be ſometimes for Acting alone, 
and that will raiſe Jealouſies in the other ; ar leaſt there's cauſe 
to fear that they will nor always At with that Confidence in 
eachother, upon which in a great meaſure their Succeſs depends. 
Theſe things I contels ought not to be ſo, and all that can be 
faid for them is, with Humility to own, that even good Men are 
Frail, and not above the Pafhions and Weakneſles incident to our 
Nature. But now they who are truly Zealous againſt Prophaneſs 
and Vice, muſt needs be ſenſible how Fatal our particular Contro- 
verſies areto Chriſtianity in general, to Pzety & Virtue. And therc- 
fore they cannot bur pray for Unity, with all the Fervour of their 
Soils, and will ſpare no Pains to procure 1o ineſtimable a Blef- 
ſing. All prudent Attempts for Peace, they will Encourage and 
Promote, and fubmit co many Inconvyeniences, rather than want 
it. And if all Parties among us, were thus Zealouſly Aﬀetted, if 
every one laid ro Heart our Crying Sins, and confider'd our Di- 
viſions as ( and ſuch ſure I am, they haye been and are ) one 
Principle Cauſe of them : How ſoon might we hope to ſee a hap- 
py Change | How faſt wou'd all our Diſputes and Controverſies 
Fall and Dye! Then we ſhou'd ſoon behold what David pro- 
nounces ſo Good, and Pleaſant, Brethren Dwelling and Worlhiping 
GOD ' together in Unity and Peace : And our Church below, 
wou'd in all reſpects be a liveiy Emblem of the Church Trium- 
phant in Heaven. 

But farther Thirdly, Our being Zealouſly Aﬀetted againſt Pro- 
phaneſs and Vice, will if we Contique and perſevere in our Zeal, 
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lay a firm Foundation for a laſting Union among us, becauſe je” 
will turn our Zeal into its true Channel, and fix it upon itsright 

ObjeR, and thar is the Suppreſſing of known Sins, and the Prg. 

moting of Piety and Virtue, and Reformation of Manners. 

It is very certain, and much to be lamented, that many, 
both Members of the Eſtabliſh'd Church and Diſſcnters allo, are 
more Zealous for their particular Opinions wherein they differ, 
than the great things. of Religion wherein they agree. This 
manifeſt from the Pratice of both. Thus we find that thoſe why 
ſeem warm for the Eſtabliſh'd Conſtitutions, ſhall be eſteem'd and 
yalu'd by others of che ſame Principles, tho Guilty of many le 
regularities in their Lives. And the Cale is the very ſame a 
the Diſſenters. Thoſe who are hearty for their Intereſts and firm 
to their Party, ſhall be Careſs'd and Celebrated for their Zeah 
tho in many things their PraCtices are Immoral. Now of this | 
can aſſign no other Realon, but that the Zeal of both Partics, has 
been unhappily Diverted from things of the greateſt, ro thoſe of 
little importance, in compariſon of the other. And not only fo, 
but mightily inflam'd by the Artifices of our Common Encmies, 
It has been the conſtant Endeavour of thoſe who ſtudy'd our 
Ruin, ſtrongly to cngage us in Contentions, about rhe Our-ſide 
of Religion, «nd our minds were kept in ſuch a conſtant fermeht 
and hurry by theſe Diftercnces, that we cou'd not oblerve,. at 
leaſt did nor, ſufficiently conſider ir, how Atheiſm and Infideli 
ty, Irrcligion and Vice, were entering in at our Breaches. We 
were like the Unfortunate Inhabitants of Feruſalem during the laſt 
Dreadful Siege, who were more Violent againit one another, than 
the Romans, the avow'd Encmies of them all. | 

Burt now were our Zeal once Vigoroully Employ'd, in beating 
down Vice and Prophaneſs, were our Warmth and Induſtryi 
that great Aﬀair, anſwerable to the moment of it; rhea our Pak 
ſions againſt our Brethren wou'd coul of themſelves, and our R& 
ſenrments gradually abate, and art latt be quite exringai{li/d. Que 
Wounds wou'd no more Feſter, but Cloſe and Heal. And we 
wou'dLove and Value Men, not according to their Engagement) 

wo 
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oa Party, but their Zeal and Concern for Virtue and Bolf,ors 
and all our Endeavours we wou'd Unite againſt the Enemies of 
Religion in general, the Vicious and Propha ne. 

And that our Zeal againſt Yice, were it ſtrong and Active, as 
it ought to be, wou'd be attended with theſe happy Conſequen- 
ces, is what we will caſily be convinc'd of, if we conſiderthat our 
Faculties are ſo imperfect, rhat they cannot with any degree of 
latenſeneſs, be exercis'd ar once upon different Obje&ts ;and that as 
any one of our Paſſions ,whither Love, Hatred, or Anger,encreaſes 
cowards one Object, it muſt abate with reſpect to all others. If 
our Paſſion is divided upon ſeveral Objects, ic muſt a&t weakly 

them all, if confin'd to one, it is Strong and Violent. As 
Rivers whatever they gain upon the Land of one fide, loſe pro- 
portionably of the other ; andif their Waters run in one Channel, 
they are impetuous, and with a mighty Torrent, force their way, 
but when ſeparated into many Streams, they glide inſenſibly 
along. Now 'tis caſie to apply all this, to the Caſe before us. 
So long as we were warmly engag'd in Diſputes, about Modes 
and Ceremonies, Poſtures and Garments, us'd in Religious 
Worſhip, it was not in our Power to be ſo Zealons againſt Pro- 
phaneſs and Vice, as we ought to have been, our Zeal was ſo 
exhauſted by the one, that we had too little to ſpare for the other. 
But now that our Zeal begins to be berter employ'd, to turn 
into another, and better Channel, our heat about other things 
will by degrees wear off, and a Holy Zeal againſt Impiety, and 
Publick Wickedneſs, ſucceed in its room. And when ever, by rhe 
Bleſſing of GOD this is happily Effeted, will we nor be apt to 
look back with Wonder,upon our former Diſputes and Quarrels, 
and be ſurpriz'd that we ſhou'd be Angry with one another, when 
ſo many Publick Sins needed all our Zeal and Indignation, and 
Endeayours to Suppreſs them? Nay I am inclinable: to hope, 
that we ſhall reſemble the Happy Lovers in Heaven, thar all our 
Peeviſh Miſtakes ſhallbe chang'd into Inviolable Love and Friend- 
ſhip, into the higheſt degrees of Endearment and Aﬀection. 
ia, we have no rcaſon to deſpair .of, if we. confider 
in the 
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Fourth and Laft place, that our being Zealouſly Aﬀeted 1. 
gainſt Prophaneſs and Vice will Intitle us to the BleRing «gf. 
GOD, without which no Concord, no Unity, can be attain'd, 
Many have wondred, conſidering the favourable Opportuniti. 
es we have often had, which Invited the Eſtabliſh'd Church and 
Diſſenters to an Union, conſidering eſpecially, . how much our 
Intereſt and Common Safety call'd for it, that it has not yet been 
Effected. I will not pretend to judge where the fault lay,or whence 
x cameto paſs, that all endeayours hitherto usd to Unite ys 
have miſcarry'd. Only it may be in general obſerv'd, that our 
want of true Zeal for GOD and Religion; our great Ingratitude 
for the many Mercies of Heaven, and that Corruption of Man- 
ners which almoſt univerſally. preyail'd every where ; all theſc 
I ſay, deprivy'd us of the concurring Influence of Divine Provi- 
dence, without which all Humane means are contriv'd and ap- 
ply*din vain; we wanted that, becauſe we did not delerye it; 
Unity and Concord, were too great Bleſſings for a People, who 
had made ſuch ill returns to GOD, for all his other Favours. 

But let us at laſt become truly Zealous for Virtue and Religi- 
on, and decline no. Pains to Curb thoſe Vices, which have ſo 
long Triumph'd over beth ; let it be our conſtant Study ſoroFEx- 
ecute the Laws againſt Impiety, that whoever dares be Wicked, 
may yet be afraid of a Diſcovery. Then may we" look up to 
GOD ; and expect his Bleſſing upon our Endeavours & Prayers 
* for Union, as well as Reformation : Let us bur qualifie our ſelyes 
for it, and with great boldneſs we may ſay, LORD ſpeak the 
Herd, and thy Servants ſhall be Healed. 

And ſhou'd the goodneſs of GOD fo far bleſs our Zeal, as at 
once to make it the means of Suppreſſing our Vices, and Cu 
ring our Diviſions, what reaſon wou'd we have, wirh all che Ar- 
dours of the Heayenly Hoſt, to Praiſe and Adore the Divine Cle 
mency and Mercy ! Love and Peace as among them, prevailing 
every where! Picty and Religion gaining Proſelires every Day: 
and none daring to be openly Yiczous or Prophane | Theſe arel 
own, too great Biciiings to be fully expeRed in this World, y& 


we thou'd not diſtruit GOD's Power, nor queſtion his Gobp 
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Gear things have ſucceeded very flender and diſcouragingBe- 
ganings: And it is agreeable to-the Wiſdom of Providence, that 
it ſhou'd be ſo ;. leaſt we ſhou'd vainly aſcribe that to our ſelves, 
which is wholly due to GOD. 

But it is not we alone, who ſhall receive all the Benefit of this 
Holy Zeal, for it not only Promotes Unity and Peace among 
our ſelves, bur will be a means of Propagating our Referm'd Reli- 
gion among thoſe whoare Ignorant of it, and prejudic'd againſt ir. 

For how comes it to paſs,that the Reformation for above an Age, 
has been almoſt wholly at a ſtand, or rather declining ? And it it 
has any Where gain'd Ground, it has in other places lolt more ; 
whereas at the Beginning it carry'd all before it, and nothing 
cou'd oppoſe its Conquelts 2 The beſt reaſon of this that I can 
give is, that the Pzety and Zeal, the Purity and Stedfaſtneſs of 
our firſt Reformers, Charm'd and Subdu'd their very Enemies. 
They were all Eminenc for Holineſs and Goodneſs, for Charity 
and Zeal, for Conſtancy and Patience, Burt now there's a fatal 
reverſe of things, we are fallen into many of thoſe Sinful Cour- 
ſes, which heretofore were peculiar to the Church we lefr. Our 
Zeal has ſenſibly decay'd, Piety Flouriſhes not among us, as it 
did among them, nor isSthe Reformation of our Lives, anſwerable 
to that of our Faith. Bur yer if the Spirit which ated our Refor- 
mers, did again revive in us, it woud ſtill produce as conſide- 

rable Effects. 

Tis very true, that the Prejudices which thoſe of the Church 
of Rome, have Suck'd in their Education againſt us, are great 
and ſtrong, yet Exemplary Holineſs, and Prudent Zeal, wou'd 
in due time perfetly overcome them. Theſe wou'd Command 
Reſpect even from our Bitrereſt Enemies, and effeQually convince 
them of the Excellency of our Religion, did they ſee ſo good 
Fruits of it in our Lives. This is the ſhorreſt and ſureſt Merhod 


of dealing with them, for after all that can be ſaid, by way of 
Argument, yet that will always be thought the beſt Church, 
which makes the Beſt and Holieſt Chriſtians : And unleſs our 
Pratices be much better than theirs, they will never believe that 
our Religion can be ſo. | 
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We may boaſt of the Purity of our Faith and Worſhip, - and 
upbraid them with the Superſtition and Abſurdity of theirs; bur 
after all, the prevailing Arguments muſt be the Innocence of our 
Lives, a hearty Zeal for the Honour of GOD, expreſs'd in a 
Vigorous Proſecution of all that's Vicious and Prophane. Theſe 
are ſenſible Arguments, and carry along with them powerful and 
laſting Convictions ; theſe. the moſt Ignorant can Comprehned, 
yet the moſt Learn'd cannot reſiſt. | 

Sixthly and Laſtly, The moſt prevailing Motive of all, and which 
if duly weigh d wou'd not only excite and inflame our Zeal, but pre- 
ſerve it always Vigorous and Strong, is the Conſideration of its ex- 
ceeding great Reward. And that with reſpect to both Worlds, in 
this it affords us the trueſt Satisfaftions, and Intitles us to extra- 
ordinary degrees of Glory, in the other. 

As to this World, if there be any ſuch thing as SatisfaCtion in 
it, any thing exempred from that Vanity and Yexation of Spirit, 
wherewith. rhe Wiſe-Man has charg'd the whole Creation, It 
does, it muſt conſiſt in the pleaſing Refleions of our own Minds, 
upon the good we have done to Mankind, by Supprefling Pre- 
phaneſs and Yice, and Encouraging Piety and Virtue. This is a 
Pleaſure Rational and Noble, proper for him who is made after 
the Image of GOD: A Pleaſure which ſtands the Teſt of Frui- 
tion and can never Cloy, but daily gives the Soul a grateful Re- 
liſh offome. new Delight; A Pleaſure which abates our Troubles; 
and qualifies our Pains, which blunts the Edge of Sorrow, and 
calms che Diſorders-of the Soul, which inſpires us with Courage 
at the Hour of Death, rakes away its-Sting, and deprives it of 
its Terrors. | 

And with what a generous bravery may we expect our end, if 
we have been Inſtrumental in Advancing Religzon among Men! 
If we have liv'd to ſo good purpole, that any one Vice has been 
leſſen'd by our Endeavours and Zeal! That one Thought will re- 
freſh us more, when in a Languithing Condition, or on a Dying 
Bed, than the Grandure of Princes, or Riches of the World. 

What a Satisfaction mull 1c be to a .»vod Magiſtrate, when a- 
bout to render an Account of his Q +. :, ro the Great King of 
Heaven, 
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Haven, to conſider that he has been Faithful to him that ap- 
pointed him, hasJuſtly and Impartially Executed the Laws again(t 
all ſorts of Wickedneſs! To a good Miniſter | When ready to ap- 
pear before the Great Biſhop of Souls, that he can Refle& upon his 
Sincerity and Zeal; and Courage in the diſcharge of his Duty / 
That Vice he ſtill oppos'd ! And confider'd neither Intereſt, nor 
Reputation, nor Safety, when his Maſters Service call'd for him ! 
Toa Sincere Penitent, when he looks back upon his Life, ſince 
his happy Converſion ! That he made al] poſlible Attonement, 
for his former Injuries to Religion, by bringing more to Repen- 
tance than he had formerly led aſtray! To all thoſe who make 
Religion their Buſineſs, and Reformation of Manners their conſtant 
Study ! To remember how Active, how Conſtant was their Zeal, 
what Labours and Troubles they underwent, what Slanders and 
Calumnics-they bore, to Puniſh and Reſtrain Wickedneſs and 
Vice, co Maintain and promote Piety and Virtue | Such Thoughts 
as theſe will wonderfully Support Good Men, when they have a 
near view of Eternity ; will Relievetheir Languiſhing Spirits, and 
Raiſe their DejeAted Heads, and Comfort their Departing Souls. 
Bur neither the Joys nor Sufterings of this preſent World, are 
worthy. ro be compar'd with- the Glory that ſhall hereafter 
be ReveaF'd. There are Glories referv'd for good Men, 
beyond any thing we can conceive or know : And of theſe extra- 
ordinary degrees belong to thoſe who are Zealouſly Aﬀeted always 
in good things : To thoſe who with great Induſtry and Applicati- 
on, Promote Reformation of Manners. For ſince that is a Service 
particularly pleaſing ro GOD, the Reward that attends ir, ſhall 
be proportionably. great ; And GOD will Honour above others 
at the Laſt Day, thoſe who are Zealonus for his Honour here. 
He that Converteth a Sinner (ſaith St. Fames) from fo. 4. 26 
the errour of his way, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and © © 
ſhall hide a multitude of Sins, Now if he who gives a Cup of Cold 
Water to a Diſciple, ſhall not loſe his Reward, what ſhall his Hap- 
pineſs and Giory be,who reſcues Souls from endleſs Deſtruction, 
ſecures them from Mitery and Unquenchable Fire, and ſo effetu- 
ally covers Sins, thar Intinite Juſtice- ſhall neyer find them our? 
| And 
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-Bun. 12: 3; And. they who turn many to Righteouſneſs, (38 the Pry 

" phert tells us ). whether it be by Advice or Co 
tian, or Example, ſhall Shine as the Stars for ever and ever, with 
a peculiar, diſtinguiſhing, and Ecernal Brighenels. 

And ſhou'd .not the hopes of this Infinite Reward, inſpire ug 
with Holy Zeaf, Undaunted Reſolution, and Invincible Patience! 
Make us deſpiſe both the Smiles and Frowns of Fortune and of 
Men, the Uncharitable Cenſures of ſome, and Prophane Scofly of 
others 2 Make us conſtant in our Endeayours againſt Vice, as thok 
Stars are in their Motions, which we hope hereafter in Glory ty 
Ourſhine 2 

And what a Joyful Surprize will it be, to thoſe Happy Souls 
who here | have cver burn'd with Zeal and Love, to find in the 
other World, their Glories equal to their Wiſhes, and infinitely 
beyond their too narrow hopes | When Manſions of Peace, hal 
be cheir Habitations, Angels their Friends, and perte&t Spirits 
their Companions! When Praiſe ſhall be their Employment, and 
GOD himlelf their exceeding Great Reward ! 

And if Souls in the other Worjd retain any knowledge, of 
thoſe who here have been their molt Intimate Friends (| as I hope 
and believe they ſhall ) chen what Tranſports of Love and Di- 
vine Friendſhip, what Endearments and Gratulations, ſhall bes 
mong thoſe happy Spirits, who have in this World been Fellow. 
Labourers in Advancing Reformation, and Fellow-Sufferers for 
their Zeal againſt Vice? | 

How will itadd to their Raptures ( tho almoſt Infinite before) 
to relate over to one another, the Difficulties they here Sur. 
mounted, With all the Troubles and Calamities they fuffer'd! 
How ſometimes they were Encourag'd and Supported, and the 
good Improvement they made of it! How again they were op- 
po&d in their good Purpoſes and Deſigns, yet were not diverted 
from them by any Oppoltion! How they were often expos'd to 
Publick Diſgrace and Scorn, their belt Actions being ſoully 
miſ-repreſented, yet GQD ſupported them under thete Tryals, 

inſpirdthem with a Generous Contempr of all Unjuſt Reflections, 
rais'd them up unexpected Friends, ard bleG'd their poor Laboun, 
. with 
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with ſurprizing Succeſſes! How when they were exhorted by 
the Miniſters of Religion chearfully to go on in their Maſters, 
Service, and to depend on his Word, for a Glorious Reward, 
they believ'd and they obey'd ; . they recruited their Lamps with 
freſh Oy, and their Zeal continu'd Flaming, Bright, and Stroyg 
co the laſt, ſo that nothing cou'd obſcure or weaken, or even re- 
iſt ic! Bur that now ar laſt, they find all the Promiſes of GOD 
Graciouſly fulfill'd, and therefore haye cauſe to Praiſe him for 
all their Sufterings, fince their light Aﬀtiftions, which were but for 
a Moment, have wrought for them, a far more Exceeding and Eter- 
nal Weight of Glory | 

Methinks like Moſes from Piſgah, we may now take a Proſ- 
pet of the Land of Bliſs, and 1ce thoſe who here us'd to meer 
rogether, for Religion and Devotion, for Suppreſling Yice and Pro- 
moting Reformation, welcoming one another into the Heavenly 
Regions, With Joy in their Looks, and Glory about their Heads, 
and nothing to be heard but Anthems and Hallelujahs! 

Thus my Brethren, I truſt in GOD ic will be with you another 
day, but ſecing we are as yet in the Wilderneſs, Let us have 
our Faces always direted towards the Promis'd Land : Our 
Journey can't be long ; let usnot be Frighten'd at the Dangers or 
Difficulties of the way, but go on Couragiouſly in it, and End- 
leſs Peace and Joy, ſhall ſoon ſucceed our Toil.and Labour. 


MEATS: 

Age 4 line 36. read are of greater neceſſity. p. 12. 4. 27. r. 
P War in fir Advices. p. 16. laſt /. r. = more the ſs 
. 22, 1, 27. r. Zealous Magiſtrates. p. 25. /. 24- 7- \ndulpen- 
fable. p. 39. 4. 25. r. of their Blood, rather than their Money. 
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4 > cult te There are ſeveral Errata's in the Pointings. 
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